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UR Father, who art in heaven ; hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trefpafles, as we forgive them that 
trefpafs againft us. And lead us not into tempta- 
tion ; but deliver us from evil : For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 




INTRODUCTION. 



'• Before thoii doeft anything elfe, be careful to confecrate the firft- 
fruits of the day, and the very beginnings of thy holy thoughts, to 
the fervice of God. And when the day is ended, and the night 
Cometh on, fall down and worihip Him, who made the day and the 
night to give thee joy and rest." — St, BaJiL 

In the church, the home, and the clofet we ofFer 
up what we have to say to God as human beings, 
as members of a family, and as individuals. If we 
do not confine our devotions to the privacy of the 
chamber, in which no eye is upon us but that of 
Him who feeth in fecret, it feems natural that in 
bending the knee before the throne of grace, the 
firft of our brethren whom we fhould defire to join, 
fhould be thofe of our own home, thofe whom we 
moft love. And where, if not in our homes, have 
we caufe for feeking God with our pfalms of 
thankfgiving and our prayers ? ^ 

Confider what are the ordinary idrcumftances of 
a family each morning. Not only ; do we enjoy 
numberlefs gifts in common with all "mankind, but 
God has alfo again given us to one another — the 
wife to the hulband, the parent to the child, the 
filler to the brother, the fon and the daughter to 
the father and mother. If we think what would be 
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our defolation of heart if one were taken from us, 
we fhall furely wifh to offer up our gratitude for 
the dear ones ftill around us, and ftill permitted to 
go on with us in life's pilgrimage. And have we 
no efpecial blefTmgs to afk for that cherifhed 
fpot, around which clufter our holieft human 
affedions ? If in our clofets we have much to fay of 
what concerns us as individuals, and in our churches 
of what concerns us as members of the great com- 
munity of men, furely we fhall have fupplications 
to make refpeding that moft clofe and endearing 
fellowfhip, by which the folitary are gathered into 
families. When we think of the changes which 
time brings with it, it is natural that our love, 
which delights to eml)ody itfelf both in deeds and 
fpeech, fhould take the form of prayer to the 
Father of our fpirits, the giver of every good and 
perfeft gift. 

There are alfo many duties and refponfibilities 
which are peculiarly ours in common with thofe 
who dwell with us in one home. Shall we not 
defire companionfhip in acknowledging them, and 
imploring the help and forgivenefs we need ? A nd 
in our family relation we fhall not forget that God 
has made our home-ties an emblem of the ties by 
which He would unite all mankind, and that Jefus 
Chrifl has called the lowliefl of us brother, and bid 
us addrefs the infinitely wise and holy One as " our 
Father in heaven ?" 

It will, I believe, be found a charaderiflic of the 
following prayers, that frequent mention is made — 
not, I hope, in a manner unbecoming or objedion- 
able in any way — of departed friends. Regarding 
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heaven as no lefs real than Rome or Jerufalem, the 
early Chriftians, when they had a brother at Rome 
and a fifter in heaven, or a mother in heaven and a 
father in Jerusalem, did not leave one out of their 
thoughts, as they drew near to Him whose children 
are " one family in heaven and on the earth ; " and 
accordingly I have not been unmindful of thofe of 
our family who are in heaven ; I cannot afcend in 
fpirit to the very place where they are, and think 
and feel as though they were not. 

I have not called the prefent volume a fecond 
edition, for in truth it is almoft a new work. The 
feleded prayers in my former volume have been 
entirely omitted in this, as the works from which 
they were taken can be procured. I have alfo 
omitted the Two Forms of Worfhip for the Lord's 
Day, thinking that their place has been more than 
fupplied in the " Book of Common Prayer .for 
Chrijiian Worfhip'' Not a few of the following 
prayers will, I truft, be found to contain " some of 
the beft fayings of the • holy fathers." A part of 
my preparation for this work has been a ftudy of 
the choiceft devotional writings of various ages and 
denominations ; and I have never hefitated to make 
ufe of paflages or phrases, which feemed to me 
better to exprefs my feelings and wants, than any 
latiguage of my own. Indeed the beft devotional 
language feems to have become common property ; 
even Auguftine and Jeremy Taylor, as well as 
thofe, who in our own time have moft fuccefsfuUy 
endeavoured to give expreflion to the fpirit of 
prayer, have confefled their great obligation to 
kindred writers who have gone before them. 
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And now let me fay a few words as to the ufe of 
thefe prayers. I cannot help thinking that much of 
the difappointment frequently exprefled in con- 
nexion with works for Family Devotion arifes from 
unreafonable expedations. How often is it ex- 
peded that every prayer fhall be not vatrtXyJuited 
to every houfehold, but even meet its /pecific wants ! 
The head of the family is too apt to fuppofe that 
all he has to do is to procure a Book, and, turning 
to the day of the week, read on. Now my objed 
is to help him, but not to fave him all thought and 
care. To him muft it be left to make thofe addi- 
tions and omiflions,or thofe fele(5l:ions,by which alone 
appropriatenefs can be fecured. There is indeed one 
prayer, which never needs alteration, and is fuitable 
to all circumftances — I mean of courfe that prayer, 
which from its comprehenfive fimplicity, and from 
love for him whofe name it bears, and not from any 
fuperftitious feeling about words, I have included in 
the morning or evening fervice of every day ;* but 
in a coUedion of forms like the present fome facri- 
fice of univerfal applicability may be allowed for 
the fake of advantages to be gained by variety. In 
one prayer imagery may be borrowed from bright 
and joyous objeds of outward nature ; in another 
there may be a more penfive tone. It is for him 
who conduds the family worfhip to note thefe 
differences and to be mindful of their ufe. I repeat 
it is no part of my objed, nor would it be defirable, 
to fave him the trouble of thinking what he is aboiit 

• Sunday is excepted becaufe on that day the Lord's Prayer 
ufually forms part or the Public Worftiip. 
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to read at the Altar on the hearth, which he has 
dedicated to the moft High. 

I would recommend that a portion of Scripture 
Ihould be read daily before Morning or Evening 
Prayer. It will help to fecure a familiarity with 
the Holy Scriptures, which will be found of inefti- 
mable value in the duties of life, and a great com- 
fort in its trials. 

At the end of the volume is a feries of coUefts, to 
be introduced on efpecial occafions. Some of thefe 
coUeds refer to the principal epochs in the Chriftian 
year and the natural year. Seafons of trouble and 
gladnefs need alfo their appropriate utterance. It 
will, I think, be in accordance with the feelings of 
thofe who worfhip in the family to refer to fuch 
important events as the birth of a child and the 
marriage of a fon or daughter. And when the 
anniversary of the death of a dear friend comes 
round, all will wifh to add to the ordinary prayer 
the Colled in commemoration of the faithful de- 
parted. 

Hampstead. 
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FIRST WEEK. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

GOD our Father, who haft made us 
glad with the tokens of thy love, with 
the glad tidings of Jefus Chrift; we 
thank thee for the return of our day of reft. For- 
give us that only in fuch imperfed accents we can 
lifp thy praife; O may our poor words mingle 
with a lefs unworthy offering, even that of thy 
faints, who caft their crowns before thee, as they 
fing, Holy, holy, holy. Lord God Almighty. 
From thee, O Lord, we receive, not only the 
breath which fuftains our bodies, but alfo our good 
thoughts and feelings; do thou fo increafe and 
multiply them that the longer we live the better 
we may ferve thee, both with our lips and in our 
lives. Forgive us that our hearts are fo often 
ill-prepared for thofe gifts, which becaufe they are 
beft thou art ever moft ready to beftow, even- 

B 



2 SUNDAY EVENING. 

thofe of thine own Spirit. May we this day feel 
fympathy with the folemnities of thy houfe, when 
in the company of brethren we lift up our voices 
in prayer and liften to thy precepts. May we not 
be as thofe who hear and underftand not, or who 
underftand and obey not. Quicken our faith, and 
our hope, and our charity, and may we return to 
our worldly calling with renewed ftrength, and go 
on our way with frefh heart and hope till the 
journey of life is done. Then, O Lord God, in 
thy fatherly mercy, receive us into the reft and joy 
of that eternal ftate, which thou haft revealed to us 
by Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




SUNDAY EVENING. 

[N communion with thee, O Lord our 
God, we would now clofe our day of 
reft and of prayer, deeply grateful for 
its unfpeakable bleffings and privileges. May thy 
word, to which we have liftened, go with us 
as a word of power, and bring forth the fruits 
of well-doing, and of generous and devout affec- 
tions. We would be ourfelves thoughtful of what 
thou wouldft have us to do, but we would place 
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our greateft reliance on the helps of which 
thou haft given us aflurance in Jefus Chrift. 
O fufFer not our worldly pleafures and occupations 
to render us forgetful of thee, as they fo often 
have done in time paft, but may this day fhed its 
hallowed influence over the whole week, calming 
the tumult of paflion, and amidft our temptations 
reminding us of the free and loving fervice by 
which the true difciple of thy Son is known. O 
God our Father, may all who are dear to us be 
rich in Chriftian blefTings; and may thofe who 
have received thy holy Gofpel labour to make it 
known to others. We thank thee that we may 
look forward to the time, when by the might of 
thy Spirit all nations fhall be brought to a know 
ledge of thy great love in Jefus Chrift. So may 
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Amen. 



-«l^ 



MONDAY MORNING. 

[LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father; 
after the holy reft thou haft vouchfafed 
to us, may we go forth to the adive 
duties of the week with frefh energy of body 
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4 MONDAY MORNING. 

and fpirit; and may we carry with us into our 
earthly occupations fomething from the heaven 
we have vifited in our meditations and prayers. 
Let no earthly cares, no mere temporal gain or 
pleafure, caufe us to forget that befides this vifible 
world, which we muft leave in a few years, 
we have part in a glorious and eternal world, in 
which thou dwelleft. Give us grace, O luord 
God, to go on our way rejoicing, making thy 
law the rule of our lives, following the holieft 
examples, and clinging to our Saviour with our 
hearts. Wherein in the week that is paft we have 
done wrong or omitted any duty, may we amend 
our lives in the new time which thou haft given 
us. Then, O everblefled Father, withhold not 
from us the forgivenefs and help we need. Thou 
who haft created the fun to enlighten our bodies, 
leave not our minds in darknefs; thou who haft 
made earth beautiful with flowers and rich with 
fruits, blefs abundantly our eflTorts to cultivate the 
graces of thy Spirit, and the fruits of holy living. 
Look down, and have mercy on us, and all thy 
fervants ; uphold us in thy ways ; and grant that 
during our pilgrimage in this world, we may live 
in purity and in perfed charity, having a knowledge 
of the truth as it is in Jefus. Our Father, &c. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 




THOU Father of our fpirits, we come 
to thee with grateful hearts to clofe the 
day which thou haft given us, and to 
commit ourfelves to thy keeping for the night 
to which thou haft brought us. We thank and 
blefs thee for thy goodnefs to us, for what thou 
art to us; and we would worfhip and adore 
thee as beft we can with our poor words for 
what thou art in thyfelf. We look up to thy 
will as the higheft good for thy creatures ; in our 
joyful times we would follow it with loving 
obedience, and in our days of forrow fubmit to it 
with filial truft. Write thy law, O Lord God, on 
the living tablets of our hearts ; and if we are apt 
to be weary in well-doing, and to be drawn away 
by evil things, remember, we befeech thee, that we 
are only childi*en, who a little while ago were not, 
though by thy Son thou haft now opened to us the 
gates of thy eternal kingdom. With thy forgiving 
mercy, blot out our iniquities ; with thy fatherly 
grace, hold us up in every hour of difficulty and 
danger. We thank thee, O God, for the fecurity 
and peace, with* which we can commit ourfelves, 
and all who are dear to us, into thy hands for ^this 



6 TUESDAY MORNING. 

night. The perils of darknefs, the defencelefs 
hours of fleep, the frailties of our mortal ftate, 
make us not afraid, when we feel thine eye of love 
upon us, thine arm of might ftretched out above 
us. And thou wilt not forget any one of thy 
children; thou who art the refuge of the lowly, 
remembered even thofe who have not thee in their 
thoughts. BlefTed be the Lord God, who daily 
loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our 
falvation; bleffed be his glorious name for ever 
and ever. Amen. 




TUESDAY MORNING. 

GOD, we come to thee, the almighty, 
the eternal, our Father, to thank thee 
for the reft of another night, and to 
beleech thee to be with us during another day. 
Thou wilt be with us, O Father, and on thee 
will we lay all our cares; we will look to thee 
for all good. Thou who numbereft the hairs of 
our head wilt not fuifer any real harm to approach 
us, or permit us to want anything that is 
needful for our true well-being. But above 
all outward gifts we pray for thy Holy Spirit 
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to guide us and preferve us in the way of Jefus 
Chrift, that we may be his difciples both in 
name and deed. We thank thee that we can look 
to thee as a Father, who wilt not only forgive our 
fins, but alfo help us to overcome our weaknefTes 
and to grow in wifdom and in ftrength. May we 
feel more and more how blefled it is to do thy 
will. May we love all our brethren and daily 
become more worthy of being loved by the good« 
In the beauty of thy works, in the afFedion of 
tllofe who are dear to us, and in thy providential 
care, thou doft encompafs us with conftant tokens 
of thy grace. May thy love to us unite us to one 
another in clofe and holy bonds ; and may thofe^' 
who are efpecially dear to us here, be near and dear 
to us in heaven. O merciful God, thou art a 
father to all thy people ; give them a true know- 
ledge of thee, eftablifh peace and good will upon 
earth, and fuf^in and comfort thofe who are in 
pain or forrow. We would afk every bleffing in 
the faith and fpirit of Jefus Chrift. Our Father, &c. 
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TUESDAY EVENING. 




GOD moft high; we come to thee to 
bring our evening thanks, and to aflc 
thy evening bleffing. Another day bears 
teftimony to thy fatherly goodnefs ; another night 
reminds us how foon we fhould faint and die, 
if thou didft not renew our powers. We are 
grateful for this quiet feafon, in which we can 
think of thefe things, and of thy great love to 
us, and lift up our hearts to thee in adoration and 
prayer. Increafe in us, O gracious Father, the 
(pirit of love and of truth and of holinefs, that we 
may live before thee and with one another as 
faithful difciples of thy Son. Alas, we have often 
afted as if we had no interefts but thofe of this 
world, and fufFered ourfelves to be guided by a 
poor earthly wifdom, when thou haft vouchfafed 
to us wifdom from above. Thou, O merciful 
Father, feeft into each heart and knoweft all that is 
there that fliould not be, and all that is not there 
that fhould be ; forgive our fins, have compaffion 
on our weaknefs, and in the time of temptation be 
to us a very prefent help. Let thy peace now 
defcend upon us, and abide with us; and like 
the ftillnefs of night let it encompafs the multi- 
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tude of our brethren, and bring a reft even 
fweeter to their fpirits, than that of fleep to their 
bodies. To thy keeping we rejoice to commit all 
who are dear to us. They are thine, O holy 
Father, and we are thine, and thou wilt take care 
of them and us for ever and ever. Amen. 




WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

I LMIGHTY God, we would receive this 
new day as a gracious gift from thee, 
and fervently thank thee for it. In its 
light may no works of darknefs be wrought by 
our hands. And do thou fend down upon us that 
other yet more bleffed light of thy truth to guide 
and fanftify us in all we do and think. Open 
the eyes of our minds, that we may fee what is good, 
and what thou requireft of us. O God, may we 
feel all the day long that thou art near us, and truft 
all whom we love and all our interefts to thy fatherly 
care. Keep us from the evil there is in the world. 
If temptation aflail us, be efpecially near to aid and 
ftrengthen us. Give us grace fo to learn from thy 
goodnefs, that while we ourfelves enjoy thy bounties, 
our hearts may be filled with kindnefs and goodwill 
towards our fellow-men. O heavenly Father, may 
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our lives be fimple and true, as our Lx)rd Jefus 
Chrift has taught us they fhould be, and as we know 
they will be, if we look daily to thee for that light 
and ftrength, which thou haft promifed to thy faith- 
ful children. Our Father, &c. 




Hii^- 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

GOD our heavenly Father, we would 
bow before thee with grateful, loving, 
and obedient hearts. We thank thee 
for all the bleffings of this day ; for its enjoy- 
ments, for its divine leflbns, for its intercourfes of 
friendfhip, and for its opportunities of well-doing. 
This and every day we would praife thy facred 
name for the love of Jefus Chrift to us, for thy 
grace and mercy through him, for the promife of 
foigivenefs to the penitent, for bright lights to 
guide our footfteps, for the afliftance of thy Spirit, 
and for the profpeft of a life to come, holy, happy 
and immortal. Pardon us, we befeech thee, wherein 
we have failed in finglenefs of purpofe, in induftry, 
in perfeverance, in watchfulnefs, or in any Chriftian 
difpofition br virtue. O may we not have lived 
this day in vain. Pilgrims to the heavenly country. 
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may we not have fpent unprofitably to ourfelves 
and others a portion of time which cannot be 
recalled. Moft gracious and merciful God, let this 
feafon of reft be entirely free from fin as from 
labour and forrow. May no thoughts difpleafing 
to thee have place in our hearts. We thank thee 
for the happy confidence which the knowledge of 
thy almighty Providence gives us with regard to all 
whom we love, whether among the living or the 
dead. We would remember efpecially before thee 
our own friends, and the poor. Multiply, we 
befeech thee, thy gifts on our beloved Sovereign, 
and grant that the knowledge of thee through Jefus 
Chrift may carry life and gladnefs to all mankind. 
Amen. 




THURSDAY MORNING. 

fVERBLESSED God and Father, the 
voice of morning again calls us together 
around the altar, which we have raifed 
to thee in our home. It is thou who giveft us 
our peaceful reft, and openeft to us the duties 
and enjoyments of the new day. Never for 
an hour doft thou leave us without a witnefs of 
thyfelf ; O may we never doubt that thou loveft us 
and wilt take care of us. We defire to offer to 
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thee the obedience of loving children, who know 
and feel that all which thou requireft of us, is wife 
and good. May nothing be fo dear to us in this 
world as to be partakers of thy Son's fpirit, that 
faith and charity may rule our lives, and make us at 
laft fit to enter upon the blefled companionfliip and 
enlarged beneficence of our eternal home. Quicken 
in us every pure and virtuous feeling. We lament 
that we have fo often neglcfted the guidance of thy 
Holy Spirit, but may the thought of thy forgiving 
love touch our hearts, and caufe us to fearch and 
try our ways, and turn again to thee. O Father 
Almighty, let the light of thy countenance always 
ihine upon us, that we may never go aftray, and 
that having done our duty and borne our crofs as 
thy true children during our earthly pilgrimage, we 
may at length be perfeded by thy grace in heaven. 
All our prayers we humbly offer up as difciples of 
Jefus Chrifl. Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 




GOD, our heavenly Father, we blefs 
thee for this day, and all its many 
good gifts to us ; and we thank thee 
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for that ftillnefs and thofe fhadows of night, 
which bring home our thoughts from the cares 
and duties of the world to thee and our own 
hearts. O Lord, may thy peace reft upon us now. 
We know that while we fleep thou doft ftretch forth 
thine hand to do us good. When we awake with 
powers renewed, O may we live as thofe who have 
been taught by thee the holy and blefled purpofes 
of our earthly exiftence. Continue to us the helps 
we have neglefted ; and as our fathers found thee 
plenteous in mercy, fo may we with truftful hearts 
haften to bring to thee fruits meet for repentance. 
The darknefs overfhadoweth us, but let there be no 
darknefs within us. Difpel from our fouls, we 
befeech thee, all darknefs of error and ignorance 
that might hinder us in the blefled paths of thy 
commandments. In the light of thy countenance, 
and with an eameft purpofe to ferve thee faithfully, 
may each of us fo work, while it is called to-day, 
that, when the night of death cometh, we may be 
enabled to fay from our hearts as we do now, — 
I will lay me down to fleep and take my reft, for 
thou. Lord, makeft me dwell in fafety. Then, O 
our Father, may we awake to realize the blefled 
hopes, which thou haft vouchfafed to us in Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 




GOD, our heavenly Father, again doft 
thou gladden us with the (weet light, 
and again would we lift up our hearts 
to thee in thankfulnefs and prayer. We thank 
thee that we may regard life's daily bleflings as 
gifts of thy fatherly Providence, and tokens of 
thy fatherly love. We thank thee for the light 
and the love which are a part of our earthly 
lot, and ftill more for that light of divine truth 
and that heavenly love, which are ours as dif- 
ciples of Jefus Chrift. We thank thee for every 
loving heart thou haft turned towards us, and for 
every holy example thou haft caufed to fhine in our 
path. Give us feeing eyes and quicken our fpirits 
that we may omit no part of our duty. O Lord, 
fave us from the fin of paffing through life without 
fincerely loving both thee and our fellow-men. May 
we make it our conftant care to fill well our part in 
the great family of mankind. Thou knoweft how 
far we have fallen fhort both of the purity and of 
the charity of thy holy Gofpel ; but we bring our 
hearts to thee as they are, befeeching thee to fill 
them with thy grace, that thy law may be our medi- 
tation and delight. We thank thee that we may 
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come to thee in our weaknefles, aflured that -thou 
wilt not turn away thine ear, or thy mercy from us. 
May thy blefling rest upon us and all who are dear 
to us; fupply our wants both outwardly and 
inwardly. May both our joys and forrows draw us 
nearer to thee, and be rich in a peace which this 
world can neither give nor take away. So, O Lord 
God, may we be thine in Chrift for evermore. 
Amen. 




FRIDAY EVENING. 

(ATHER Almighty, we come to thee to 
afk reft for our minds and our bodies, 
and thy evening blefling on ourfelves 
and all who are dear to us. In thy ftrength 
alone can we be ftrong, in thy fhelter fafe, in thy 
love happy. We pray thee let fuccefs attend the 
work of our hands, but we defire to afk it with 
fubmiflion. Still more would we afk the gifts of 
thy Spirit, which are the fource of our true life and 
joy. Grant that in us the flefh and the fpirit may 
keep their rightful places. Save us, O Lord, 
from a worldly and felfifh life, when thou haft given 
us confcience, and fweet and heavenly afFedions, and 
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the precepts of thy Son, and the promifes of thy 
Gofpel to lead us in a better way. We thank thee 
for all that is precious to us, the friends we moft 
love, the gifts we moft value, the experiences that 
are richeft to us in wifdom. This and every day 
we would remember that thofe things which moft 
feem our own are the gifts of thy love. And wc 
would further thank thee that thou art wonderful 
in mercy to forgive, as well as to help, for all we 
like fheep have gone aftray. Accept us, O Lord, 
as we are, and make us what we ftiould be, through 
thy Son, Jefus Chrift, our Saviour. Our Father, &c. 




SATURDAY MORNING. 

GOD our Father, we thank thee for 
adding this day to our lives, and for 
the renewal of our powers. We grate- 
fully receive from thee this morning light, and 
all the bleffings which accompany it. May wc 
never forget that fatherly lovingkindnefs, which 
never ceafes to do us good ; and may we make it 
our firft care to live as thy children, whom thou haft 
placed in this world for a few years to prepare for 
the life which fhall have no end. Weak though we 
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are in ourfelves, we yet feel that we may look to 
thee for efFeftual help to refift our temptations. 
Forgive us, wherein through our own fault we have 
failed in our duty, as we have fo often done in the 
time that is paft. We thank thee for the many aids 
which thou haft vouchfafed to us, and efpecially for 
thy infinite goodnefs and mercy to us in Jefus 
Chrift, thy Son. On each one of us may thy peace 
defcend and reft all the day. As thou haft united 
our interefts, fo unite our hearts ; and to all our 
brethren of mankind unite us, we befeech thee, in 
the charity of the Gofpel, and the love of thy holy 
and everbleffed name. Our Father, &c. 




SATURDAY EVENING. 

GOD, our heavenly Father ; we thank 
thee for thy continual care and watchful 
Providence over us, and efpecially for 
the mercies of the paft week, which we would 
gratefully place with the rich memories of thy 
loving-kindnefs. We have nothing good, which 
thou didft not beftow. Thy fatherly love is 
our chief joy ; thy almighty Providence our reft. 
Grant, O Lx)rd, we befeech thee, that while our 
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journey through this world goes on rapidly, our 
progrefs may not be flow in the things of thy 
kingdom. Help us by thy Spirit that we may keep 
pace with fwift time, and not find ourfelves on the 
borders of the grave before, in our fpiritual way, we 
are drawing near to the gate of heaven. Give us 
the grace of a humble and teachable fpirit, that we 
may feek above all things the good which thou hafl: 
prepared for thy children, and that by an obedience 
fweetened with much love we may approve ourfelves 
in thy fight, as faithful difciples of thy Son. O 
Lord, while we fleep, do thou watch over us, and 
keep guard around our beds and in our hearts. To 
thee be praife and thankfgiving from all in heaven 
and all on earth. May thy moft righteous and 
loving will be done by us and by all men now and 
for ever, through Jefus Chrift our Saviour. Amen. 



SECOND WEEK. 




SUNDAY MORNING. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, who after our 
fix days of labour giveft us a day of reft 
and meditation and communion with 
thee ; we would moft gratefully commemorate thy 
good gifts to us, and thy wonderful works, and, 
above all, thy great love to us in Jefus Chrift. 
Help us, we befeech thee, to enter into the fpirit of 
this day, that we may worlhip thee acceptably, and 
learn to do thy will as it is done by thy blefied 
angels. Would that we could lift up to thee holy 
hands ; would that our hearts were pure, that there 
might be no veil between thee and us; but we 
know, O God, that thou art a God with whom is 
forgivenefs. Caft out from us every unclean thing, 
and quicken and guide us by thy Spirit. Both now 
and when we aflemble with our brethren in thy 
fancftuary, teach us how to pray, and fill our fouls 

c 2, 
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with heavenly thoughts and refolves. O thou Light 
of the blind and Strength of the weak, yea, Light of 
thofe that fee and Strength of the ftrong, to thee we 
look for that help and guidance without which we 
can do nothing. Father of all mankind, may the 
(pirit of thy Son unite and animate thofe, in all 
parts of thy dominions, who keep holy day, that 
our vifible churches here below may form one true 
church of the Saviour, and the incenfe of our 
prayers afcend to thee as from one family altar. 
Grant to the minifters of thy Gofpel great gifts and 
great holinefs, that they may fdthfully ferve thee in 
eftablifhing and perfedling ilincere believers, and in 
bearing thy comforts to the weary and heavy laden, 
and thy meflages of mercy to the outcaft and the 
fallen. God of love and goodnefs, for ourfelves, 
for all who are dear to us, and for all our brethren 
of the human race, we pray that thou wilt blefs us 
according to thine infinite wifdom, and preferve us 
blamelefs, and fandlify us wholly, through our Lord 
Jefus Chrift. Amen, 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 




iRACIOUS Lord God, we have again 
enjoyed the fweet refrelhments and pre- 
cious fpiritual privileges of thy holy day, 
and we would thank thee for them. We have not 
only heard of thy lovlng-kindnefs and wonderful 
works of old, but alfo ourfelves been brought near to 
thee by thy beloved Son. , Let not this day's retirement 
from the world and communion with things unfeen 
leave within us only a tranfient impreflion, but may 
to-morrow and all our days bear witnefs to the 
depth and fervour of our defire for the true Chriftian 
life. When we confider thy unfailing and unbounded 
goodnefs to us, and then look into our own fouls 
and remember our paft lives, we are filled with 
ftiame and forrow at the thought of our ingratitude 
and unworthinefs. Thou haft been our Father, but 
how few of us have been thy children ! How often 
haft thou been near to us when we have not feen 
thee, fpoken to us in tendereft accents when we 
have not known thy voice ! O that we had more 
of thy likenefs within us, that thereby we might 
know, and knowing love thee, and loving ferve thee 
with all our ftrength. May we make good ufe of 
the means of improvement which thou haft afforded 
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US. O Lord, let thy ftatutes and thy promjfes be 
as fongs in the houfe of our pilgrimage. May our 
home on earth be a living teftimony that we are 
looking forward to an eternal home with thee. In 
the broad way of the world let thy angel encamp 
round about us and deliver us. May the fpirit of 
our blefled Saviour guide and animate us in all 
things, and may our heavenward way be lighted and 
endeared to us by the example of the wife and good 
who have gone before us. One more petition, O 
God, we would offer up before this day draws to a 
close, — that thou wilt gather, not only us and thofe 
whom we love, but alfo all thy human family into 
the church of thy Son, fo that every one whom thou 
didft create in thine image may at length enter into 
thy kingdom. Blefled be the Lord God, who alone 
doeth wondrous things. Blefled be his glorious 
name for ever ; and let the whole world be filled 
with his glory. Amen and amen. 




MONDAY MORNING. 

OLY and merciful God, by whofe good- 
nefs we are now about to enter on another 
week of labour; we thank thee that every 
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day may be rendered facred by a life of holinefs and 
charity. Thou Source of light and ftrength, who 
haft Ihown us the way in which we Ihould walk, 
ftrengthen us by thy might that we may walk 
therein with a fingle and fteadfaft heart. We fer- 
vently thank thee for the aflurance, which thou haft 
given us by Jefus Chrift, that thou wilt be with 
us, and by thy Spirit help us in our infirmities. O 
quicken our zeal to do good, and give us a clear 
knowledge of duty in our feveral employments. We 
humbly throw ourfelves upon thy mercy for our 
paft negledt and difobedience. Thou knoweft how 
many have been our tranfgreflions ; cleanfe thou us 
from fecret faults ; keep back thy fervants alfo from 
prefumptuous fins. May a fincere love for one 
another, and a thoughtful remembrance of the 
teachings of Jefus Chrift, fanftify to us the ties by 
which thou haft united us in one home. If thou 
ftiouldft vifit us with affliction, may we help and 
comfort one another, and fo mourn in thine ear that 
our forrow may be fweetened by thy grace. Thus, 
O Lord God, may we reft under the wings of thy 
Providence and walk by the light of thy counte- 
nance, till we reach our everlafting home. We afk 
it as lowly difciples of thy Son. Amen. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 

I ORD our God, we lift up our hearts and 
our voices in humble thankfulnefs to thee. 
May the remembrance of thy loving 
kindnefs and a knowledge of thee, fill our hearts 
with filial truft, and longing defires to lead a 
heavenly life. Grant that we may never be among 
thofe who fay, ** Who will (how us any good ? ** 
O God our Father, in thee we poflefs everything 
that is good for us. Thou haft aflured us, by thy 
beloved Son, that in thee we may reft our cares, to 
thee we may look for guidance and help, and, blefled 
be thy name, to thee alfo we may bring our lowly 
confeflions of fin. May our contrite forrow be 
fincere, and our purpofe of amendment true and 
deep, and then do thou fpeak peace to our fouls. 
May the clofe of each day find us nearer heaven as 
well as nearer the grave. Unite us in fpirit, 
we befeech thee, with thy faithful children of former 
ages, and may we feel that we have dear friends in 
the unfeen world. Receive us now, O Lord, and 
all whom we love into thy keeping for this night, — 
and may we love all whom as Chriftians we ought 
to love. By fleeping under thy protedion night 
after night may we learn to look forward calmly to 
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our last fleep; and, when the night of death comes 
to us, may we joyoufly look forward to the morning 
of eternal day, for which we beg thee to make our 
whole lives a preparation, through our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. Our Father, &c. 




TUESDAY MORNING. 

jE thank thee, O God, that thou haft again 
lifted up the curtain of night, and caufed 
thy light to fhine upon us. It is thou, 
O good and holy Father, who haft made our reft 
pleafant and refrelhing to us, and haft renewed our 
powers of body and of mind. All that we poflefs 
is thine, and now, we pray thee, make our hearts 
alfo thine. Though in the paft we have often been 
drawn away from the great purpofe of exiftence, 
let it not be fo with this day. From the voice of 
temptation may we ever turn with frefti devotion 
and love to that divine guidance, which thou haft 
vouchfafed to us in Jefus Chrift. Teach us, O 
Lord, in all things to do thy will ; teach us to live 
holily and devoutly before thee. We thank thee 
for the fweet companionftiips which gladden our 
earthly lot, and which give us foretaftes of the 
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bleflednefs of the eternal world. O God, on us 
and all who are dear to us, let thy bleffing reft. 
Grant us what we defire, or what thou knoweft to 
be better for us. Thou feeft all our wants and our 
dangers; we need only thy gracious Providence. 
Let our gratitude to thee overflow into kindnefs and 
charity to the poor and fufFering. Not to ourfelves 
alone may any of us live, and may thofe who bear 
each other's burdens here below, be united hereafter 
in a holy and happy fellowfhip which (hall have no 
end. Our Father, &c. 




TUESDAY EVENING. 

GOD our Father, we thank thee for this 
quiet feafon of communion with thee at the 
clofeof a day, which has been blefled by thy 
gracious Providence. We rejoice to commit our- 
felves again to thy fatherly keeping, which makes us 
feel fafe from all real harm. We would (how our 
gratitude to thee for thy merciful goodnefs by feek- 
ing from thee with filial confidence the fupply of 
our wants. From thee cometh all our help; O that 
we could hope our condudt has been well-pleafing 
in thy fight, but often we have been forgetful of 
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thee, — too ready are all of us to accept a lower rule 
of life, than that which has been given us by thy 
beloved Son. To thee, O Lord God, who never 
flumbereft, we owe the reft, which night brings after 
the labours of the day. We will lie down in peace 
beneath thy Iheltering care ; and as we fleep under 
thy proteftion, fo may we wake to fulfil thy holy 
will, and finifh the work, which thou haft given us 
to do. On all who reft and on all who watch may 
thy Spirit defcend, comforting and ftrengthening 
weary hearts, and refreftiing weary bodies. We 
would remember in thy prefence, O Lord God, all 
our brethren of the human family ; and efpecially 
thofe to whom thou haft united us by clofe and 
endearing ties ; we thank thee that they are thine 
even as we are thine, and that thou doft love and 
care for all. O may all at length be gathered into 
the everlafting home, through thy fatherly mercy in 
Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

HOU greateft and beft of beings ; in 
the night and in the day the heavens 
declare thy glory, and the earth is full of 
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thy loving-kindnefs. We thank thee for thy 
watchful care over us, for gathering us again 
together, and for the renewal of our powers. And 
we would offer up our gratitude efpecially for our 
bright Chriftian profpeds reaching through endlefe 
ages. Holy Father, thou wouldft make us holy, 
and prepare us for the bleflednefs of thine own 
kingdom. Truly doft thou care for every one of 
us as if thou caredft for him only, and fo for all as if 
they were but one. May each of us be deeply fenfible 
of the riches of thy grace in the Gofpel of Jefus 
Chrift. O Lord, if it be well in thy fight, 
may the voice of health and gladnefs be heard in 
our dwelling ; but, above all, grant us the fpirit of 
thy children, who put their whole truft in thee. 
May no corrupt communication proceed out of our 
mouths. May we work with our hands the thing 
that is good. Teach us what we ought to do, and 
may we do it with our whole heart. In the feafon 
of temptation be not far from us, but make thy 
way ftraight before us. May we not hide from 
ourfelves our fins or our weaknefles, but be 
penitent, watchful and humble. Vouchfafe, O 
Lord, to keep us this day without fin. Thou 
knoweft al^ our wants; blefs us in body and foul 
through the few days of our earthly pilgrimage. 
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and afterwards receive us into the fulnefs of thjr 
grace in Jefus Chrift. Our. Father, &c. 




WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

;OLY and everblefled Father, who art 
always more ready to hear than we to 
pray ; we would gratefully remember thy 
goodnefs to us this day, and renew the dedication 
of ourfelves to thy fervice. Help us to think of 
thy gracious gifts to us and to the children of men, 
as bccometh true difciples of thy Son. May we 
fhow that we feel thy fatherly care and bounty by 
entire truft in thee in all the circumftances and 
events of life, and by thoughtfully devoting our- 
felves to the work which thou haft given us to do. 
O God, pour down upon us thy Spirit ; quicken 
in us all holy afFecftions; may we examine our 
hearts, and turn from any evil thing we have done 
or thought. When we are in danger of ftraying 
from thee, uphold thou us in righteoufnefs, and if 
need be reftrain our wayward feet by thy chaftening 
hand. In the feafon of fufFering and forrow, let we 
pray thee thy merciful kindnefs be our fupport. 
Hallow our love for one another, and for our 
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departed friends, and unite us to all mankind in the 
(pint of Chriftian fellowflup. We would now, O 
God, conunend ouiielves to thy care for this night. 
Teach us to feel what it is to be one day neaier to 
our laft day on earth ; and as thou addeft to us 
days and mercies, add alio to our love and devout 
obedience, that the longer we live the lefs imfit we 
may be to dwell in thy heavenly kingdom. O 
Lord Almighty, we have taken upon ourfelves to 
(peak to thee. Hear our words, but aniwer us 
according to our needs. Let our prayer be fet 
forth in thy fight as incenfe, and the lifting up of 
our hands as an evening £icrifice ; and accept us as 
humble difciples of Jefiis ChrifL Amen. 



-»»»- 




THURSDAY MORNING. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, we would 
come to thee with our few morning 
words of adoration and prayer. Before we 
ufc our renewed powers in our worldly occupation, 
we would gratefully acknowledge to whom we owe 
them, and we would afk thy guidance in the ufe of 
them, and thy continual help. We thank thee that 
in the knowledge of thy fatherly care over us and 
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all who are dear to us, we have a peace and a joy 
which none can take from us. Give us grace to 
reft all our cares in thee, and humbly and fteadily 
to feek thy will in all things. Though we can- 
not be perfed in thy fight, yet let not fin have 
an abiding place within us. O merciful God, of 
whofe forgiving love we fo often ftand in need, 
help us, we befeech thee, to do better than we have 
done, and to prefs forward with unwearied patience 
towards the mark of our high calling in thy Son 
Jefus Chrift^ Now may the dew of thy heavenly 
grace defcend upon us and refrefli and ftrengthen us ; 
and from thy own infinite Spirit of love and 
goodnefs, fill within us the fountains of holy defire 
and heavenly afFeftion. Lord, pity and forgive,' 
direft and blefs, fandify and fave us all. Give 
repentance to thofe who live in fin, and perfeverance 
to thy faithful fervants ; and may we all join with 
one heart in the prayer, which our Saviour has 
taught us : Our Father, &c. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 




THOU God of peace, who giveft us 
our quiet refling-places and our peaceful 
times ; we thank thee for bringing us 
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together at the clofe of this day, in which, as in 
every day, thou haft been the fource of all our 
bleffings. May we have grace, O Lord, to 
remember that thou haft placed us here, and given 
us deep experiences of joy and forrow, to teach us 
how to live in a better world. We grieve that fo 
many of our days are fpent as if there were nothing 
in them beyond their fleeting pains and pleafures. 
If it have been fo with any of us this day, we pray 
thee, O merciful Father, to touch our hearts with 
the godly forrow of repentance, and teach us, we 
befeech thee, what it is to live the life of a true 
child of God. May we be as thofe, who have 
drunk of the Spirit as well as taken the name of thy 
child Jefus, by whom thou haft revealed to us the 
holy and blefled things of thy kingdom. We come 
to thee again to beg a continuance of gifts we have 
mifapplied, experiences we have not fandified, the 
grace by which our weaknefs may be turned to 
ftrength. We would gratefully remember, O holy 
Father, not only the bleffings which we enjoy in 
common with mankind, but alfo thofe, which thou 
haft beftowed on us as individuals or as a family ; 
and we would not forget the whifpered meflages of 
love heard amidft the forrows and trials of this world. 
When our earthly life draws to a clofe, as this day is 
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now drawing to a clofe, O then may thine everlafting 
arms be our fupport, and bring us happily through 
the fleep of death to the bright morning of eternal 
day. This we humbly beg through thy great love 
in Jesus Chrift. Amen. 




FRIDAY MORNING. 

jE would bring to thee, O Lord, our daily 
offering of gratitude and love. We 
thank thee for the light of the fun, and 
for the earth and its fulnefs. We thank thee for 
the renewal of our weary bodies and minds. We 
thank thee for our outward poffeffions, and ftill 
more for any fpiritual gifts that may be ours. We 
thank thee that thou haft not left us to make the 
journey of life alone, but haft given us dear com- 
panions as helpers of our joy. We thank thee for 
thy Son Jefus Chrift, the revealer of thy love and 
the quickener of ours. We thy children come to 
thee to receive as from thine hands the blefling, 
which we know thou art ready to give. May we 
feek firft and above all thy kingdom of righteous- 
nefs, and with childlike confidence truft to thy 
wonderful Providence to make all things work 
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together for good. Save us, O Lord God, from 
the ftns of which we are in danger, and pardon us 
for thofe which we have committed. Save us from 
the poverty of little faith in thee and little love for 
one another. Save us from the fins of temper^^ and 
watch for us in the unguarded moments of fudden 
temptation. Deepen within us, O Lord God, the 
fountains of holy defire. May we receive thy word 
with pure afFedion, and bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit. May we be mindful of our public and focial 
duties. O Lord, our heavenly Father, make this 
world, we befeech thee, more like that world of 
angels and blefled fpirits, in which thy Son our 
Saviour has prepared a place of reft for thy faithful 
fervants and children when their earthly warfare is 
accompliftied. May thy holy will be done by us 
and by all men, now and evermore. Amen. 



-^1^ 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

GOD our Father ; we thank thee that 
thou haft again brought us from the toils 
and bufinefs of the world to the peaceful 
fhelter of home, and the quiet happinefe of family 
love. We thank thee for all thefe days, in which 
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thou permitteft us to make the journey of life 
together; grant, we earneftly befeech thee, that we 
may be united by a fpirit of devotion and charity, 
and with one heart and one foul may feek thofe 
things which are good in thy fight. We thank 
thee for the manifold blefllngs of this day ; O may 
we never be unmindful of thy love to us. May it 
be our reft in forrow, our ftrength in difficulty, a 
well-fpring of life within us, and always our chief 
happinefs. Not alone with our fong of thanks- 
giving do we come to thee ; we bring alfo our fins 
and weaknefl*es, that thou mayft forgive us, and fo 
deal with us that we may be efFeftually delivered 
from them. Grant to us. Lord, we befeech thee, the 
fpirit to think and do fuch things as be rightful ; 
that we who, without thee, cannot do anything that 
is good^ may by thee be enabled to live according 
to thy holy will revealed by thy Son Jefus Chrift. 
Now, O gracious God, may the darknefs of night 
be to us and our dear friends as the fhadow of thy 
wings. We will lie down to fleep in the glad and 
peaceful truft that we are under thy mighty protec- 
tion, and that thou haft a father's bleffing for every 
member of the great human family. Our Father, 
&c. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

THOU who fetteft the folitaryin families, 
we thank thee that we are again enabled 
to aflemble at the footftool of thy throne 
of grace. Thou haft given to us another day, and 
we would befeech thee to hallow to us all its events 
and occupations, fo that at its clofe both it and we 
may be thine. Under the ftielter of thy good Pro- 
vidence, and the guidance of thy Spirit, may we go 
forth to our work and our labour until evening. If 
it be good in thy fight, O merciful Father, keep us 
from forrow this day ; but what thou feeft to be 
needful for us, we beg thee to fend. We know 
that it is right to afk that we may be preferved from 
fin ; help us to guard efpecially againft thofe temp- 
tations by which we have already been led aftray. 
Help us to fulfil the perfect: law of Chrift, and in 
his fpirit to bear every crofs that may be laid on us. 
May we not be unmindful of what we may do to 
ftrengthen each other, bound together as we are by 
the ties of kindred and friendfliip, and dwelling in 
one home. God of all goodnefs; with our prayers 
we would oflTer up to thee our gratitude for thy 
•^ever-failing bounty. Thou haft not only given 
mv daily bread and nightly reft, but doft alfo 
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love US as thine own, and haft prepared for thy 
faithful children an everlafting kingdom of peace 
and righteoufnefs. We call upon our fouls, and all 
that is within us to blefs thy holy name. O Lord, 
accept our poor tribute of praife and adoration, 
which we bring to thee as lowly difciples of thy Son 
Jefus Chrift, our Saviour. Amen. 




SATURDAY EVENING. 

JLMIGHTY Father, with filial confidence 
in thy good Providence, and with thank- 
ful hearts, we clofe another of the days 
and weeks of our earthly pilgrimage. We would 
gratefully remember the mercies and bleffings 
which* thou haft vouchfafed to this family or any 
member of it. We thank thee for our oppor- 
tunities of doing good, our means of improvement, 
and all our fources of happinefe and well-being. 
And now, we pray thee, help us, O Lord God, to 
lift up our thoughts from the cares and occupations 
of this world to thee, and to that eternal world in 
which dwell thy beloved Son and the holy and 
the good of paft ages. We would be mindful 
that as this day is pafting away, fo alfo is our 
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life, and we would put our whole truft in thee, 
who liveft and reigneft for ever and ever. Give us 
grace to make good ufe of our time, and by thy 
fatherly teaching and help and difcipline may we be 
prepared for a blefled eternity. We open our fouls 
to thee, befeeching thee to be merciful to us, and 
to renew and ftrengthen us. If thou wert ftrid to 
mark iniquity, O Lord, who could ftand ? May a 
fenfe of our frailty and fins render us willing to 
learn, though it be by thy fatherly chaftening. Let 
thy continued blefling reft on this houfehold. 
Spare us yet longer to each other, if it be thy holy 
will ; but we would afk all things in humble fub- 
miflion. We thank thee that our times are in thy 
hands, and that we have the glad hope of all meet- 
ing in that world, which fhall have no end. We 
thank thee for giving us a day of reft, to which we 
are now looking forward^ and which efpecially 
brings heaven to our thoughts. We would wafti 
our hands in innocency, and fo compafs thine altar; 
and, O Lord God, may we receive rich meafures of 
thy Spirit to live as difciplcs of thy Son Jefus 
Chrift. Our Father, &c. 



THIRD WEEK. 




SUNDAY MORNING. 

GOD Moft High, we thank thee for this 
day, for the reft it brings to our bodies, 
for the peace it brings to our fouls, for 
its holy leflbns, for its bleffed opportunities of com- 
munion with thee. The daily bounties of thy Pro- 
vidence may well fill our hearts with thankfulnefs 
and joy ; but how fliall we fpealc of that goodnefs 
which this day commemorates, thy love to us in 
Jefus Chrift, the pardop which he offers to us, the 
fatherly tendernefs which he reveals to us, the bright 
fpiritual profpefts which he opens to us, the human 
perfeftion and divine grace which ftiine forth in 
him ? What are we that thou ftiouldft prepare for 
us fo wonderful a falvation ? O Father, make us 
of the kingdom of thy Son. Grant thy qwn 
children thofe beft of all gifts^ a right and firm 
faith, a fteadfaft and well-grounded hope and a 
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never-failing charity. And O cleanfe us by true 
repentance and forgive us our fins. May we delight 
in all that is good in thy fight, the thoughts of the 
wife, the example of the faithful, and the memory 
of the juft. May it not be in vain that we take 
the Chriftian name. As the branches abide in the 
vine, fo may we abide in our Saviour, and bring 
forth more and more fruit, until we be called to go 
and be with him where he is, even in thy heavenly 
prefence, whpre is fulnefs of joy for evermore. 
Amen. 




SUNDAY EVENING. 

LORD our God, once more before this 
holy day draws to a clofe would we afcend 
in fpirit to thy dwelling-place, and with 
all lowlinefs and fervour pour out pur fouls to thee 
in adoration and prayer. Great and marvellous are 
thy works, O God, but we thank thee efpecially 
that by thy Son Jefus Chrift thou hafl: revealed thy- 
felf as the Father of mankind; Let thine own 
doings magnify thee according to the greatnefs and 
multitude of thy works. As for us we can only 
praife thee by acknowledging ourfelves unable to 
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praife tface as we ({efire. Qoicken in us every good 
and pore dioughty and fiiengthen us in our holy 
lefblves of this day. Let no unhallowed words 
pollute the toi^es which have caUed upon thy 
holy name; no evil adion defile the fanduaries, 
which thou haft in thy wondrous mercy chofen for 
diyielf. O Father, Ihed abroad thy love in our 
hearts, and teach us how to fhow our love for thee. 
We would fly to thee as our refuge in temptation 
even more than in the time of trouble. Grant us 
iiich helps as thou (eeft to be needed by us. 
Wherein we are efpedally weak, help us all the 
more, for to whom fhall we look for fuccour but to 
thee, O Lord ? And we would lay before thee, 
with humble and truftfid petitions, the fins, the 
forrows, and the wants of all our fellow-men, and 
efpedally of thofe who are dear to any member of 
this family. Shelter us by thy Providence ; guide 
and ftrengthen us by thy Spirit ; and make us all 
true difciples of thy Son Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




MONDAY MORNING. 

GOD our Father, we come to thee again 
to afk thy morning blefling. We thank 
thee for the fafety in which we have 
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together at the clofe of this day, in which, as in 
every day, thou haft been the fource of all our 
bleffings. May we have grace, O Lord, to 
remember that thou haft placed us here, and given 
us deep experiences of joy and forrow, to teach us 
how to live in a better world. We grieve that fo 
many of our days are {pent as if there were nothing 
in them beyond their fleeting pains and pleafures. 
If it have been fo with any of us this day, we pray 
thee, O merciful Father, to touch our hearts with 
the godly forrow of repentance, and teach us, we 
befeech thee, what it is to live the life of a true 
child of God. May we be as thofe, who have 
drunk of the Spirit as well as taken the name of thy 
child Jefus, by whom thou haft revealed to us the 
holy and blefled things of thy kingdom. We come 
to thee again to beg a continuance of gifts we have 
mifapplied, experiences we have not fanftified, the 
grace by which our weaknefs may be turned to 
ftrength. We would gratefully remember, O holy 
Father, not only the bleffings which we enjoy in 
common with mankind, but alfo thofe, which thou 
haft beftowed on us as individuals or as a family ; 
and we would not forget the whifpered meflages of 
love heard amidft the forrows and trials of this world. 
When our earthly life draws to a clofe, as this day is 



SECOND WEEK. 23 

now drawing to a clofe, O then may thine everlafting 
arms be our fupport, and bring us happily through 
the fleep of death to the bright morning of eternal 
day. This we humbly beg through thy great love 
in Jesus Chrift. Amen. 




FRIDAY MORNING. 

{E would bring to thee, O Lord, our daily 
offering of gratitude and love. We 
thank thee for the light of the fun, and 
for the earth and its fulnefs. We thank thee for 
the renewal of our weary bodies and minds. We 
thank thee for our outward pofleffions, and ftill 
more for any fpiritual gifts that may be ours. We 
thank thee that thou haft not left us to make the 
journey of life alone, but haft given us dear com- 
panions as helpers of our joy. We thank thee for 
thy Son Jefus Chrift, the revealer of thy love and 
the quickener of ours. We thy children come to 
thee to receive as from thine hands the bleffing, 
which we know thou art ready to give. May we 
feek firft and above all thy kingdom of righteous- 
nefs, and with childlike confidence truft to thy 
wonderful Providence to make all things work 
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together for good. Save us, O Lord God, from 
the fins of which we are in danger, and pardon us 
for thofe which we have committed. Save us from 
the poverty of little faith in thee and little love for 
one another. Save us from the fins of temper^^ and 
watch for us in the unguarded moments of fudden 
temptation. Deepen within us, O Lord God, the 
fountains of holy defire. May we receive thy word 
with pure afFedion, and bring forth the fruits of the 
Spirit. May we be mindful of our public and focial 
duties. O Lord, our heavenly Father, make this 
world, we befeech thee, more like that world of 
angels and blefled fpirits, in which thy Son our 
Saviour has prepared a place of reft for thy faithful 
fervants and children when their earthly warfare is 
accomplifticd. May thy holy will be done by us 
and by all men, now and evermore. Amen. 



-^1^ 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

GOD our Father ; we thank thee that 
thou haft again brought us from the toils 
and bufinefs of the world to the peaceful 
fhelter of home, and the quiet happinefs of family 
love. We thank thee for all thefe days, in which 
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thou permitteft us to make the journey of life 
together; grant, we earneftly befeech thee, that we 
may be united by a fpirit of devotion and charity, 
and with one heart and one foul may feek thofe 
things which are good in thy fight. We thank 
thee for the manifold bleffings of this day ; O may 
we never be unmindful of thy love to us. May it 
be our reft in forrow, our ftrength in difficulty, a 
well-fpring of life within us, and always our chief 
happinefs. Not alone with our fong of thanks- 
giving do we come to thee ; we bring alfo our fins 
and weaknefTes, that thou mayft forgive us, atid fo 
deal with us that we may be efFeftually delivered 
from them. Grant to us. Lord, we befeech thee, the 
fpirit to think and do fuch things as be rightful ; 
that we who, without thee, cannot do anything that 
is good) may by thee be enabled to live according 
to thy holy will revealed by thy Son Jefus Chrift. 
Now, O gracious God, may the darknefs of night 
be to us and our dear friends as the fhadow of thy 
wings. We will lie down to fleep in the glad and 
peaceful truft that we are under thy mighty protec- 
tion, and that thou haft a father's bleffing for every 
member of the great human family. Our Father, 
&c. 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 

THOU who fetteft the folitaryin families, 
we thank thee that we are again enabled 
to aflemble at the footftool of thy throne 
of grace. Thou haft given to us another day, and 
we would befeech thee to hallow to us all its events 
and occupations, fo that at its clofe both it and we 
may be thine. Under the ftielter of thy good Pro- 
vidence, and the guidance of thy Spirit, may we go 
forth to our work and our labour until evening. If 
it be good in thy fight, O merciful Father, keep us 
from forrow this day ; but what thou feeft to be 
needful for us, we beg thee to fend. We know 
that it is right to afk that we may be preferved from 
fin ; help us to guard efpecially againft thofe temp- 
tations by which we have already been led aftray. 
Help us to fulfil the perfect: law of Chrift, and in 
his fpirit to bear every crofs that may be laid on us. 
May we not be unmindful of what we may do to 
ftrengthen each other, bound together as we are by 
the ties of kindred and friendfliip, and dwelling in 
one home. God of all goodnefs; with our prayers 
we would oflTer up to thee our gratitude for thy 
never-failing bounty. Thou haft not only given 
us our daily bread and nightly reft, but doft alfo 
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love us as thine own, and haft prepared for thy 
faithful children an everlafting kingdom of peace 
and righteoufnefs. We call upon our fouls, and all 
that is within us to blefs thy holy name. O Lord, 
accept our poor tribute of praife and adoration, 
which we bring to thee as lowly difciples of thy Son 
Jefus Chrift, our Saviour. Amen. 




SATURDAY EVENING. 

}LMIGHTY Father, with filial confidence 
in thy good Providence, and with thank- 
ful hearts, we clofe another of the days 
and weeks of our earthly pilgrimage. We would 
gratefully remember the mercies and bleflings 
which" thou haft vouchfafed to this family or any 
member of it. We thank thee for our oppor- 
tunities of doing good, our means of improvement, 
and all our fources of happinefs and well-being. 
And now, we pray thee, help us, O Lord God, to 
lift up our thoughts from the cares and occupations 
of this world to thee, and to that eternal world in 
which dwell thy beloved Son and the holy and 
the good of paft ages. We would be mindful 
that as this day is pafting away, fo alfo is our 
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example and obey the perfecft law of Chrift. O 
God, fill our hearts with kind and holy difpofitions^ 
and may our earthly home be raifed and fandified 
by facred thoughts of that heavenly home into 
which death fhall not enter. Hear us, O Father, 
in thefe our prayers, which we would offer up to 
thee in the fpirit of thy Son, our Saviour, in whofe 
words we would further pray for ourfelves and all 
mankind : Our Father, &c. 




WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, let thy 
angels guard our beds, and do thou 
grant us the reft we need. We thank 
thee that we may put our whole truft in thee. 
Although we have not pafled this day without 
doing many things that in thy fight are evil, yet we 
befeech thee to hide our fins with thy mercy, as 
thou hideft all things on earth with the darknefe of 
the night. We defire to oflTer to thee the obedience 
and devotion of faithful though lowly children. By 
thy blefling and help may we grow day by day in 
the Hkenefs of thy fon, who was well-pleafing in 
thy fight. Show us thy way, O God, teach us 
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thy paths, lead us in thy truth. Gracious Father, 
we thank thee for many bleflings, for the light of 
the fun, for the bounties of earth, for the food 
convenient for us, for the love of friends, for the 
helps of thy Spirit, for the riches of thy grace in 
Jefus Chrift, for hopes which no earthly trouble 
can overfhadow. We befeech thee, O Lord, to 
look down with favour on all who are dear to us. 
Blefs our Queen and rulers, all who are labouring 
for the good of the people, and all who are in any 
way afflifted or diftrefled. Give us happy thoughts 
of the unfeen world. And when our laft day 
comes, may we lie down on the bed of death, not 
in fin and forrow, but in holinefs and peace, 
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




THURSDAY MORNING. 

^OLY and gracious God, behold thy 
children, who would afk thy blefling 
before they go forth to the duties of the 
day. Even as thou fheddeft now the beams of the 
fun upon the earth to give light unto our bodies, 
fo illuminate our fouls with the brightnefs of thy 
Spirit, to guide us in the paths of holy obedience. 

£ 
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Thou who haft given us this beautiful world to 
dwell in, give us alfo the good things of the heart, 
that we may love thee and one another, and juftice 
and truth and goodnefs in which thou delighteft. 
We blefs thee that we have fo fure a truft in thee, and 
fo plain a path in which to walk ; but thou knoweft, 
O merciful Father, that even when the fpirit is 
willing the flefh is weak. To thee we look to 
quicken in us every tender and holy feeling. May 
our appetites and paflions own their rightful Lord 
in thy voice of confcience within us. We lay 
before thee our fins and weaknefles ; thou feeft 
them as they truly are ; we would fly from them to 
thee, who art our refuge and our ftrength. O may 
we fincerely ftrive to refift evil inclinations, and to 
fulfil our public and private duties. All our wants, 
both of body and of fpirit, and the wants of all who 
are dear to us, we lay before thee. And now, 
with thy blefling refting on us, and in the true fpirit 
of thy children, may each of us go forth to his 
work and to his labour until evening. Our 
Father, &c. 
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THURSDAY EVENING. 

THOU who haft watched over us during 
the day, to whom fhall we commit our- 
felves during the coming night but unto 
thee, our Almighty Protedlor and Father, who 
neither flumbereft nor fleepeft, and to whom the 
darknefs and the light are both alike ? In the fhadow 
of thy wings we will lay us down and take our reft, for 
thou, O Lord, wilt make us to dwell in fafety. But, 
O moft holy and merciful God, before thou takeft us 
into thy keeping for this night, we befeech thee to 
make clean our hearts within us. The evil we have 
done, and the good we have left undone, none can 
know fo well as thou ; but we ourfelves deeply feel 
how much we ftand in need of thy pardoning mercy. 
And do thou further ' make ready our fouls to be 
committed to thy care, by filling them with holy 
meditations, and earneft refolves, and revealing to 
them thy truth, and quickening them by thy Spirit, 
and ftiedding abroad in them larger meafures of thy 
love. Give us grace to clofe our eyes this night 
with no known fin unrepented of, with no hefitation 
about doing any known duty, with no ill-will towards 
any of our brethren, but with a pure confcience and 
hearts full of heavenly afFeftions. We rejoice, O 

£ 2 
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Lord God, that we can think of ourfelves as fharing 
with all mankind the proteftion and rich gifts of 
thy fatherly Providence ; open, we befeech thee, the 
hearts of all thy people to receive thofe bleffings 
which will not pafs away. Lx)rd of all power and 
might, who art the author and giver of all good 
things ; graft in our hearts the love of thy name, 
increafe in us true religion, nourifh us with all 
goodnefs, and of thy great mercy keep us in the 
fame ; through thy Son Jesus Chrift, our Saviour. 
Amen. 



FRIDAY MORNING. 

LORD, the God of the fpirits of all 
flefh, whofe eyes are upon all the ways of 
the fons of men from their very entrance 
into the world; with our fouls we have defired 
thee, and we will feek thee early, that at the day- 
fpring we may praife thee, and give thee thanks at 
the rifing of the sun. And, O heavenly Father, 
for thy bleffing we look as for the light that 
gladdens our eyes, as for the dew that refrefhes the 
tender grafs. Keep us this day in the paths of 
righteoufnefs and heavenly peace. We humbly afk 
of thee a healthful body, a clear underftanding, a 
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grateful contentment with the condition which 
thou mayft aflign to us, and diligence in whatfoever 
our hands find to do ; we pray for an upright, 
charitable and truly religious fpirit, refolute and 
conftant in all holy purpofes. Thou, O God, wilt 
reveal thyfelf to thofe who feek thee, in meafures 
large as their capacities admit, or at leaft as their 
neceffities require. O may it not be in vain that we 
feek thee at this time. Take from us all pride, 
covetoufnefs and falfehood, all remembrance of 
injuries, all evil imaginations and impurity of 
thought — everything that is contrary to thy will, O 
moft holy God! Behold, our defires are before 
thee, but thou knoweft how feeble and inefFedual 
are our beft endeavours without thy Spirit to help 
and guide us. Grant us thy pardon, O Lord, and 
by thy grace may our ftrength be perfeded in 
weaknefs. We afk it as humble difciples of Jefus 
Chrift. Our Father, &c. 



FRIDAY EVENING. 

[VERBLESSED God, who haft drawn 
around us the fhadows of evening as a 
curtain; we would lift up our united 
voices arid hearts to thee. Inftead of the ftrength 
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and vigour of morning, thou wilt now give us 
reft and refrefhment. Inftead of the fun to fhine 
upon our labours, thou haft awakened the ftars to 
watch over our flumbers. We humbly offer up to 
thee our devout gratitude for thy outward and 
temporal bounties to us this day, and ftill more for 
our moft precious fpiritual privileges as thy children. 
In thus connedling us with thyfelf, thou haft indeed 
given us all things. But, O holy Father, not yet 
can we realize the unfpeakable happinefs of {o 
endearing and fanftifying a relation; for by the 
light of thy goodnefs we fee more and more the 
fhadow of our infirmity and fins. We confefs 
that the only way by which we can come to thee, is 
the gate of thy forgivenefs ; but this gate thou haft 
afTured us is ever open to thofe who repent and turn 
from their evil ways. May we fhow the fincerity 
of our repentance by a clofer habitual union with 
him, whom thou didft raife up to be unto us a 
Prince and a Saviour. O holy Father, may we, whom 
thou haft united in one home, help one another to 
prepare for thy heavenly prefence, and not merely 
minifter to each other's earthly comfort. Hallow 
to us the memory of the holy dead ; and when we 
afcend to thee in prayer, may we not forget how 
near we are to their happy abodes, and may we 
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always fo think of them as to yearn for a greater 
fitnefs to be with them. The bleffings we afk for 
ourfelves we afk alfo for our friends, and for all 
our brethren of the human family. Unto thee, O 
Lord God, be all glory and praife for ever and ever. 
Amen. 




SATURDAY MORNING. 

GOD, under whofe Providence we dwell 
in the night as in the day ; accept, we 
befeech thee, our morning offering of 
praife and fupplication. Thou bringeft back to us 
at the fame time our renewed powers and the light 
by which to ufe them. Before we go forth to our 
duties, we would remember in thy prefence, that 
not only the light of morning, but alfo the light of 
thy commandments is upon us. Thou, O God, 
seefl all things as they truly are, and we rejoice 
that we may walk by thy light, and dwell in the 
fhelter of thy love. We confefs with shame and 
heartfelt contrition how prone we are to yield up 
ourfelves to prefent interefts and pleafures, fo that 
they have an undue power over us. But do 
thou give us inward flrength, that we may follow 



§6 SATURDAY EVENING. 

fteadfaftly whither thou leadeft, even though it be 
along the way of the crofs. Yet in our weaknefs, 
we blefs thee, O gracious Lord, that our way is fo 
often fmooth and fheltered, and that we have fo 
many feafons of refrefhing, and fb many dear com- 
panions in the journey of life. O may thy loving- 
kindnefs increaie our love to thee and to one 
another, that we may not only do what thou biddeft, 
but that we may do it in the fpirit of thy Son Jefus 
Chrift. For him we would daily offer to thee our 
hearts' beft thanks, fervently praying that, through 
thy infinite grace and mercy in him, all thy children 
on earth may enter into the reft of love and holinefs 
which thou haft prepared. Our Father, &c. 



-<e^ 




SATURDAY EVENING. 

LORD our God, who haft brought us to 
the clofe of the week, and prepared for 
us, not only our nightly reft, but alfo 
that yet better reft of thy holy day ; we pray thee 
to look down gracioufly upon thy worftiipping 
children now before thee. Quicken the memory of 
our hearts, that we may in our humble meafure 
both know and feel what that Divine Goodne& 
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muft be, which continues to take fatherly care of 
us from day to day, from week to week, and 
from year to year, and which was the fame in the 
time of our fathers, and in the old time before them. 
But, O Lord, while thou haft done fo much for us, 
how little have we done for one another and our- 
felves. Wafh us thoroughly from our iniquities, for 
we acknowledge our tranfgreffions. Create in us a 
clean heart, O God, and renew a right fpirit within 
us. We thank thee that on the laft great day we 
fhall be judged by One who has been touched with a 
feeling of our infirmities. Give us grace to depart 
from evil and do good, and may we not be too con- 
fident of length of days. We praife thy name for 
thofe of our brethren who have finifhed their earthly 
lives, and have left us the light of a good example. 
And now on each one of us may thy blefling reft. 
In the fhadow of thy wings will we make our 
refuge; thou who keepeft us wilt not flumber. 
Grant that in the morning we may all with clean 
hands and pure hearts ftand before thee in thy holy 
place, and that our homage and prayers may be 
oflFered in the true (pirit of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
Amen. 



FOURTH WEEK. 




SUNDAY MORNING. 

jLMIGHTY God, giver of the bread 
which perifheth, and of that bread of life 
which cometh down from heaven ; we 
thank thee that thy outward bounties, which afford 
us pleafure only for a feafon, are but a finall portion 
of thy fatherly gifts. O may we ufe our fpiritual 
blefEngs with a true fenfe of their ineftimable and 
abiding worth. We lament that through our 
many tranfgreflions and often infirmity we are ill- 
prepared for the worfhip of thy houfe: but do 
thou hear the fighing of our contrition, and lift up • 
our thoughts and our hearts to heavenly things. 
Infpire us with holy purpofes and ftrengthen us to 
fulfil them. Efpecially, O everblefled Father, 
would we enter into the fpirit of this day by com- 
munion with Jefus Chrift, in whom thou haft 
aflured us none fhall feek for thee in vain. Grant 
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that we and all who bear his name may be animated 
by his fpirit, and be heartily difpofed to help one 
another's joy, and to unite in doing good. O thou 
God of love and holinefs, profper thy church of 
faithful and devout believers; bring into it the 
young, the caft down, and the finful; and may 
thofe who already belong to it grow continually in 
the likenefs of thy Son, until there (hall be but one 
fold with one fhepherd, and all (hall be perfeded 
in one. O holy Father, may all thy children on 
earth be united with thy faints and angels in a true 
knowledge of thee and in the fulnefs of thy 
fpiritual bleflings, world without end. Amen. 




SUNDAY EVENING. 

' VERBLESSED God, who haft prepared 
for us an everlafting home, and doft 
require of us a heavenly righteoufnefs ; 
we know not in what words to acknowledge thy 
goodnefs to us in Jefus Chrift. Give us grace to 
fix our thoughts on the one care, which fhould fill 
every Chriftian heart, that by thy help we may live a 
life of love to thee and to our brethren of mankind, 
and be made ready for the world to come. We 
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thank thee for the aflurance that thou wilt help 
abundantly thofe who ftrive after what is good ; we 
befeech thee, O merciful Father, to help us alfo, who 
fincerely deplore that we have loft much of our 
time, and mifapplied many of thy gifts. We thank 
thee for the hope that alleviates the forrow of heart- 
felt repentance, for the difcipline of thy wife Pro- 
vidence, for words of wifdom often repeated, for the 
bright fhining of holy example, and for the memory 
of thy tender mercies which have been ever of old. 
O thou great and gracious Ruler, may all thy 
children on earth be brought to a knowledge of 
their Father in heaven, and live by it and rejoice in 
it with joy unfpeakable. Grant, O Lord, to all our 
friends this greateft of bleflings, and every lefler 
bleffing that thou fhalt fee to be for their welfare. 
Comfort the troubled heart, guide the fteps of the 
young, cheer the laft days of the aged, and gather 
all together at laft in the fellowfhip of thy Spirit, 
through thy Son Jefus Chrifl:. Amen. 




MONDAY MORNING. 

LORD, thou makeft the outgoings of 
the morning and evening to rejoice ; and 
now we pray thee to lift up the light of 
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thy countenance upon us, and niake us glad with the 
tokens of thy love. We blefs thee for the happy 
affurance that whether we fleep or wake we are 
always under thy care ; and we thank thee for the 
holy thoughts which our day of reft has left with us. 
Enable us, we befeech thee, O Lord God, to follow 
fteadfaftly whitherfoever thy good Spirit leads, and to 
refift the temptations to which we may be expofed in 
our paflage through this world. May we not too much 
fet our hearts on prefent enjoyments, but thofe 
which thou fendeft us may we accept gratefully 
from thee and fhare liberally with our fellow men. 
That we may ferve thee with a quiet mind, forgive 
us, O merciful Father, the things whereof our 
confciences are afraid, and turn from us thofe evils 
which we moft juftly have deferved. Increafe in us 
that Chriftian fpirit of charity, which is not eafily 
provoked, that we may follow peace with all men, 
bearing with the infirmities of others, and forgiving 
their ofFences, as we defire to be forgiven of thee. 
We thank thee that in all the trials of life we can 
commit ourfelves to thee, who alone knoweft what 
is beft for us. O Lord God, caufe us to know the 
joyful found of thy Gofpel, not only by the hearing 
of the ear, but alfo by bleffed experience, that our 
Chriftian love may work all the miracles of grace. 
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till from grace it pafs to glory, from earth to 
heaven, from duty to reward, from the weaknefs of 
a commencing and growing afFeftion to the confum- 
mation of eternal charity, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 




MONDAY EVENING. 

LORD God, who heareft prayer and art 
nigh to all who call upon thee ; we are 
moved by our neceflities and encouraged 
by thy fatherly goodnefs to draw nigh to thee. We 
beg of thee, who fafhioneft the hearts of the fons 
of men, to prepare our hearts, that our lowly offer- 
ing of worfhip and adoration may be acceptable in 
thy fight. We thank thee for all thy known and 
for all thy unobferved favours, deliverances, and 
vifitations, and we befeech thee fo to quicken our 
^ove that we may perform with a holy gladnefs 
whatever is well-pleafing in thy fight. Pardon, O 
Lord, our many paft fins and negligences, — ^pardon 
our relapfes into the fins of which we have repented. 
Let us not commit ourfelves to reft this night with 
either a guilty confcience or a carelefs heart. Give 
us a wife, fober and patient underftanding, a devout 
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and courageous fpirit, chafte and temperate 
thoughts, a firm truft in thy Providence, and 
ftrength againft all temptations. May thy will, 
revealed to us by thy beloved Son, be the guide of 
our conduft, and regulate all our defires. And daily 
receiving, as we are, wonderful manifeftations of thy 
unwearied and tender love, may our love to one 
another be likewife unwearied and tender, and fhow 
itfelf by fympathy with the forrowing, help to thofe 
who are in diftrefs, and a conftant readinefs to do 
good to all. We would now, O Lord God, com- 
mend ourfelves to thy care for the hours of dark- 
nefs, and beg thee to make us true difciples of him, 
who is able to give us reft to our fouls. Our 
Father, &c. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

' LMIGHTY God, our Father in heaven ; 
for thy continued bleflings we bring our 
morning thanks, and we would again 
commit ourfelves to thy fatherly keeping and guid- 
ance. We thy children come to thee, the tender 
and merciful Father, to rejoice in thy care, and to 
fupplicate above all temporal things the gifts of thy 
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Spirit. May we pafs through this day with filial 
truft in thy good Providence, with a holy zeal in 
our appointed work, with fincere love to each other, 
and with a willingnefs to bear any crofs thou mayft 
fee fit to lay upon us. So in the fpirit of thy holy 
and beloved Son may we go onward in the journey 
of life. Never be far from us, O Father, and 
efpecially may thy prefence be felt in the hour of 
temptation. Let us not by any fin of ours mar thy 
blefling on us this day. May the fellowfhip of thy 
children on earth have in it more of true brother- 
hood, more tendernefs and charity. O God, help 
the weak and the poor, comfort the fick and the 
mourner, forgive us all now and on the laft day, and 
prepare us for the blefl^ednefs of thy everlafting 
kingdom, through our Saviour Jefus Chrift, Our 
Father, &c. 



TUESDAY EVENING. 

LMIGHTY and eternal God, the fource 
of all virtue, the fupport of all holy hopes, 
the author of pardon and peace and 
eternal life ; we beg thy forgivenefs, thy proteftion, 
and thy blefling this night. We are afhamed, O 
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Lord, when we confider what our foolifh and vdn 
thoughts, our unjuft and uncharitable adions, muft 
be in thy fight. Teach us frequently and feriouily 
to remember our fins, and then do thou remember 
them no more ; may we never forget thy mercies, 
and do thou continue to do us good. May our 
whole hearts be dedicated to thee in humble obe- 
dience and piety. Draw us ever nearer to thee by 
the endearments of thy love, by the bounty of thy 
Providence, by thy fatherly promifes, and by thine 
adorable perfeftions. Fill us with longing defires 
after heavenly things. We praife thy hallowed 
name, O Lord, not only for the fpiritual bleflings 
which thou haft vouchfafed to us in Jefiis Chrift, 
but for all the inftances of thy goodnefs, for the pro- 
vifion thou haft made this day for all our wants. 
Thou haft fpread our table and filled our cup. 
Thou haft furrounded us with friends, and afforded 
us another opportunity of progrefs and well-doing. 
Look with thy fatherly tendernefs on all our 
brethren, and efpecially thofe who are in forrow. In 
proportion as their outward lot is overclouded let 
thy prefence, we befeech thee, fhine more brightly 
within them. May we all be partakers of that 
peace, which thou doft grant to thy faithful children 
in Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

F 
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WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

^HOU, O Lord God, haft given us fleep to 
refrefli our weaknefs, and haft renewed 
our ftrength for the duties of another day. 
Though thou upholdeft worlds in their courfe, thou 
doft not forget the humbleft child in its flumbers. 
We thank thee for all thy mercies from day to day 
beftowed upon us; and we befeech thee, who workeft 
in us both to will and to do, that thou wilt quicken 
in us the fpirit of filial obedience, and help us to 
prefent our fouls and bodies to thee a living facrifice, 
holy and acceptable in thy fight. Give us grace, 
O Lord, to defire only what is fuited to us, and to 
be content with what thou feeft to be fo; not to be 
anxioufly troubled at the lofs or want of anything 
but thy favour, and to take in good part whatfoever 
may befal us, acknowledging it to be appointed by 
thy Providence, and not to come to us by chance. 
Teach us to obferve and value thy gracious gifts, 
and ever to remember how much more we have 
received than we deferve. Forgive us, O Lord, our 
fins and negligences, and grant that this day we 
may omit no part of our duty. Remembering our 
own infirmities, and thy fatherly patience with us, 
may we bear with the infirmities of others. Fill 
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our hearts with Chriftian zeal and charity, that we 
may be united to each other by holy ties of friend- 
fliip and brotherhood. O grant that we may have 
a true underftanding of thy word, the bread which 
nouriflieth unto eternal life, and may pafs this and 
all our days as faithful difciples of thy Son Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 



-^^ 




WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

GOD, before this day has quite pafled 
away we would come to thee to exprefs 
our gratitude for thy goodnefs, and 
acknowledge our dependence upon thee for every 
blefling. We thank thee that we have fo great and 
good a Being in whom to truft. We thank thee 
for Jefus Chrift, by whom we know thy love for 
us, and through whom we hope to be made ready 
for the world beyond the grave. Beholding thy 
fatherly Providence may we know, by happy 
experience, what that peace is which thofe poflefs 
who commit all events to thee, and make duty their 
one anxious care. O merciful Father, we pray for 
light and ftrength from heaven, for we are con- 
ftantly reminded of^our ignorance and weaknefs, and 

F 2 
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the way wardnefs of our own hearts. Wherein we 
have this day tranfgrefled thy righteous laws, let it 
not be without that real and effeAual forrow, to 
which thou haft promifed pardon. May thy holy 
Spirit govern our words and deeds, our thoughts 
and defires. Work in us everything by which we 
may fulfil thy holy purpofes. May we always 
bring to thee faithful wills and loving hearts. May 
we ftrive to help each other to live as thy true 
children. O Lord our God, who ordaineft the fun 
to be a light by day, and the moon and the ftars to 
be lights by night, vouchfafe now to receive us and 
all who are dear to us into thy keeping. Our 
Father, &c. 




THURSDAY MORNING. 

[REATEST and beft of Beings, the wel- 
come voice of morning calls us into thy 
prefence. Every day will we blefs thee 
for thy fatherly love, which thou haft revealed to 
us by Jefus Chrift, and of which, even with our 
imperfeft underftandings, we trace fo many tokens 
everywhere around us. We bring to thee our 
morning pfalm of thankfulnefs for the riches of the 
airj the land and the water, the 6eauties of heaven 
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and earth, the profit there is in labour, the wifdom 
in books, and the power in holy example. We 
thank thee that this world is the fore-court to 
another and a better ; give us, we earneftly befeech 
thee, grace to live as thofe in whom heaven is 
beginning now. May we be always found on the 
fide of jufticc and charity and true religion, loving 
what thou loveft, and defiring what thou doft 
promife. We blefs thee, O Father, for giving us 
to one another ; may we fo help one another along 
our homeward way, as to love each other better for 
ever for having dwelt together a few years here 
below. In mercy look upon the good refolutions 
we have broken in the days that are gone, and on 
the forrow our fins have brought us. Help us, we 
befeech thee, to redeem the time we have loft ; and 
when our prefent pilgrimage is over, may we be all 
numbered with thy faints in glory everlafting, 
through Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




THURSDAY EVENING. 

VERBLESSED God, may this night, 
which brings reft to our bodies, bring 
alfo thy peace to our fouls. We thank 
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thee for thy fatherly Providence this day. May 
ours be the happinefs of perfed filial truft, the holi- 
nefs of unwearied filial obedience. We cannot take 
care of ourfelves, but we are fafe in thy keeping. 
We cannot fit ourfelves for the communion of 
faints, but thou wilt help us by thy Spirit, if we 
indeed ftrive to live as true difciples of Jefus Chrift. 
Since thou haft created us after thy own likenefs, 
and made us fharers of thine eternity, O may we 
not wafte our chief thoughts and afFedions on the 
mere objeds of fenfe and time, but may our minds 
and hearts be raifed and purified by looking forward 
to that heavenly country which is our home. And 
if thou fhouldft fometimes withdraw from us thy 
outward bounties, in order that we may be more 
mindful of things unfeen, may we not diftruft the 
means whereby thou art leading us to thyfelf We 
thank thee for thy promife of forgivenefs as well as 
of help, for only as penitents can we come before 
thee, who art our refuge and our hope. Give us 
grace, O Lord, to remember that as thou art our 
Father, fo all mankind are our brethren. Efpecially 
may we who dwell together love and help each 
other ; and may our thoughts of the blefled dead be 
fuch as become the difciples of our once crucified but 
now rifen and exalted Saviour. Our Father, &c. 



FOURTH WEEK. 7 1 



FRIDAY MORNING. 




THOU whofe loving prefence lightens 
our darknefs and renews our bodies and 
fpirits while we flumber ; we bring to 
thee our morning incenfe of prayer and praife. May 
it be in the fpirit of him, by whofe name we are 
called. For the reft of the paft night, for this new 
day, for each friend thou haft gathered around us, 
we heartily thank thee. Fill us now with good 
refolutions, and help us to carry them into praftice. 
Be thou with us when we fit in the houfe, and when 
we walk by the way, and amidft all the intercourfe 
and bufinefs of life. May we undertake nothing 
which we cannot beg of thee to profper ; and if 
what feem to us untoward events fliould take place, 
may we have entire truft in thy fatherly care. 
Enable us by thy help to refift the temptations by 
which we may be aflailed. Merciful Father, may 
the remembrance of our fins render us not only 
penitent, but alfo humble, watchful and zealous in 
well-doing. May we be gentle and forbearing 
towards others, and never be betrayed into any ad 
or word of unkindnefs. Thou alone canft fupply 
our wants whether temporal or fpiritual. Thou 
wilt never leave us or forfake us. Thou wilt not 
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let us want anything that is for our good. May 
this day be healthful to us, and bring with it fuccefs 
in our earthly purfuits, but above all let our portion 
be in the blefTed things of thy kingdom, in holinefs 
and peace of confcience, in faith, hope and charity, 
and in the joysof thy Spirit. This we humbly beg 
as difciples of thy Son our Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen. 



-»g^ 



FRIDAY EVENING. 




I LMIGHTY andcverbleffed Father, thou 
doft command us to go forth to our 
labours, but thou doft alfo give us a 
{eafon of reft ; and as in the day we partake of the 
riches and admire the beauties of the earth, fo in the 
night the darknefs folds us around, and the heavens 
declare thy glory. We would not lie down to fleep 
without a grateful thought of thy goodnefs to us 
this day, or without afking thee to forgive us, 
wherein we have fallen fhort in our duties as humble 
followers of Jefus Chrift. O merciful Father, we 
feel our need, not only of thy guidance and help, 
but alfo of thy correftion. We thank thee for our 
joys and our forrows, for the difcipline by which 
thou wouldft cleanfe us from fin, and ftrengthen 
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our faith and virtue^ as well as for thofe gifts and 
graces, which fweeten our days as they pafs. O 
may we ever give ourfelves up to thee in the loving 
obedience of children, that we may be led by thee 
in the way of righteoufnefs. Now, O Lord, let the 
quiet of night fink into our hearts, and bring with 
it thy peace. We know not how foon our days 
and nights on earth may come to an end, we know 
not how long our moft beloved may be with us here 
below; but we thank thee that through thy fatherly 
love in Jefus Chrift we can commit them and our- 
felves to thee with perfed truft this night and 
evermore. Our Father, &c. 




SATURDAY MORNING. 

LESSED Lord God, who turneft the 
fhadows of death into morning and 
reneweft the face of the earth; before 
we go forth to the duties of our calling, we would 
look up to thee with thankful hearts, and befeech 
thee to be gracioufly with us throughout the day. 
Since thou careft for us, may we take no anxious 
thought about events, but make it our great care to 
go fteadily forward in the work of life, which thou 
haft given us to do. Enlighten our underftandings 
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and quicken our fouls by the free communications 
of thy Spirit. Remove from us whatever hinders 
us from holy living, and anything in us that is a 
ftumbling-block in another's way. Subdue all 
unchriftian thoughts and difpofitions, all impatience, 
envy, and hatred. May our kindnefs to each other 
never fail ; and O gracious Father, may we bring 
to thee not only a humble fpirit of obedience, but 
alfo great love. We would not doubt that, by thy 
help, we may fo live as to obtain thy approbation ; 
but we have many fins and many weaknefles to lay 
at the footftool of thy throne. O Lord God, make 
us what thou wouldft have us to be, and may we 
do what thou wouldft have us to do; only be thou 
ever with us to cleanfe and renew, to teach, rule 
and fuftain us, till at laft we come to thee to dwell 
for ever with thee, and thy Son our Saviour. 
Our Father, &c. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

; ORD of heaven and earth, unto thee do 
we lift up our fouls in adoration and 
gratitude. We thank thee for another 
week rich in thy loving-kindnefs, and ftill more, for 
fo uniting us with thyfelf as thy children, that we 
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can look forward to continued exiftence beyond the 
grave. In danger thou art our refuge, in difficulty 
thou art our guide, in forrow thou art our comfort, 
in weaknefs thou art our helper, and when we die 
thou receiveft our fpirits. We are filled with fhame 
and grief when we think how often we have trans- 
greffions to confefs ; may we fo deeply mourn over 
thofe of the paft week that we may not again com- 
mit them ; and O merciful Father, may our love to 
thee caft out all floth and fear, that nothing may 
feem too hard for us to do or fuffisr in obedience to 
thy holy will. We entreat thee, O God, for all 
who have done us good or are in any way endeared 
to us, that thou wilt hear us for them, and them 
for us, and according to thy great bounty, prefervc 
and blefs them, and return all their kindnefs feven- 
fold into their bofoms. And we would commend 
to thy fatherly compaffion all who are in error and 
fincerely feek the truth, all fuch as are deftitute of 
the neceflary means of inftrudion, all that arc 
engaged in iinful courfes, all that labour under 
trials and afflidions, all fick and dying perfons, and 
alfo fuch as never pray to thee or have thee in their 
thoughts. We befeech thee to have mercy upon 
them, and help them in thine own beft way. O 
God, who flumbereft not and art never weary; 
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watch over us this night, and grant that in the 
morning we may affemble with our brethren in thy 
fandtuary, and lift up to thee holy hands. We afk 
it as humble difciples of Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




ff^ben any of the foregoing prayers are unjuitable^ 
one of the following may be ufed: — 

SUNDAY MORNING. 

|LMIGHTY God our heavenly Father, 
who haft made this a glad day by 
the refurredion of thy Son Jefus Chrift 
from the dead ; we humbly and heartily thank thee 
for all thy goodnefs and loving-kindnefs to us, and 
efpecially for the unfpeakable bleffing of the 
Chriftian religion, whereby thou haft united us to 
thyfelf by the moft endearing ties, and given us an 
inheritance reaching through all ages. The heaven 
of heavens is not able to contain thee, and yet art 
thou pleafed to manifeft thy prefence amongft the 
fons of men by thy fignal favours. O Lord, 
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moft High, enlarge our capacities that we may 
know thee better, and do thou quicken in us all 
holy afFeftions. Caft out from us W9rldly defires 
and everything that is impure, that in our worihip 
and meditations this day, not one thought or feeling 
may be entertained by us but fuch as may be like 
perfume breathing from the altar of incenfe, and 
not a word pafs our lips but may have the accent of 
heaven upon it, and rife acceptably to thy throne. 
Receive, O Lord God, we befeech thee, into the 
fellowship of our prayers, out friends and' relations, 
all who defire our petitions and all who need them. 
Grant an efpecial portion of thy Spirit to the 
minifters of thy Gofpel. May they never doubt 
that thou wilt blefs a holy life, and a faithful 
miniftry. Pitifully behold the forrows of our 
hearts, and mercifully pardon all our fins. Increafe 
in all men the fpirit of wifdom, and obedience, and 
zeal, and devotion, and charity. Make thyfelf 
known to thofe who have never known thee, and 
bring home thofe who have gone aftray from thy 
ways. Hear and accept us, O God, for thy great 
love in Jefus Chrift. Amen. 



-«8^- 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 




ANY, O Lord God, are the tokens thou 
haft vouchfafed to us that our fouls are 
precious in thy fight. O may there not 
be wanting in our hearts a warm refponfe to thy 
fatherly love. We adore thee for thy infinite 
goodnefs; we thank thee for thy loving-kindnefs 
and wonderful works to the children of men ; and 
we would efpecially glorify thy name for revealing 
thyfelf to us by Jefus Chrift, for caufing the Holy 
Scriptures to be written as a rule and guide of our 
lives, and for the encouragements thou, haft oflfered 
us to look to thee for thy continued help and 
blefling. When we draw nigh to thee through thy 
Son, we feel that we have indeed need of thy 
pardoning mercy. Even when we have done no 
evil thing, how often have we been wanting in 
fervour, in truftfulnefs, in patience, in holinefs, 
in kindnefs, in well-doing. Lord, for thy tender 
mercy's fake, lay not our fins to our charge, 
but forgive us what is paft, and grant us grace to 
amend our lives according to thy word. Thou 
who as on this day didft raife thy beloved Son from 
the dead, and make him the firft-fruits of them that 
flept, grant that we through him may rife from the 
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death of fin to a life of righteoufnefs, and as we 
believe him to have afcended into the heavens, fo 
may we alfo in mind and heart thither afcend, and 
dwell with him continually at thy right hand. 
Amen. 



MORNING. 




IRACIOUS Lord God, who doft bid the 
light to (hine out of darknefs, and haft 
refreftied us with fleep during the night ; 
we befeech thee of thy great mercy to receive our 
humble praife and fupplications. We come before 
thee, trufting in thy fatherly love revealed to us by 
Jefus Chrift. Give to us, we befeech thee, every- 
thing that thou feeft to be good for us, and enable 
us to be true helpers of each other's joy. Thou haft 
caufed the Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
inftruftion ; grant that we may receive them in a 
teachable difpofition, and make it our daily en- 
deavour to walk in the blefled fteps of our Saviour's 
moft holy life. We confefs, O Lord, our manifold 
fins, and implore thy pardon. Give us a right 
underftanding of ourfelves, and let it be our daily 
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ftudy and our chief concern to live as thy faithful 
children. But fince we are in the midft of fo many 
and fo great dangers, that by reafon of our frailty 
we cannot always ftand upright, we befeech thee to 
grant us fuch ftrength and protedion as may fup- 
port us in all dangers, and carry us fafely through 
all our temptations. In all troubles and adverfities, 
whenfoever they opprefs us, give us comfort and 
fure confidence in thee. . Increafe our faith, infpire 
us with a lively hope, and pour into our hearts that 
moft excellent gift of charity, the very bond of per- 
feftnefs, without which whofoever liveth is counted 
dead before thee. That we may truly pleafe thee, 
fhed down upon us the continual dew of thy bleffing. 
O God, from whom all holy defires, all good 
counfels, and all juft works do proceed; give us 
thy fervants that peace which the world cannot 
give ; that both our hearts may be fet to obey thy 
commandments, and alfo that by thee we being 
defended in every hour of danger may pais our 
time in reft and quietnefs. This we humbly beg 
as difciples of thy Son Jefus Chrift. Amen. 
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EVENING. 




THOU who art nigh to all that call 
upon thee, to all that call upon thee in 
truth; we bow down before thee, and 
would thank thee, in the fpirit of thy Son, for thy 
loving-kindnefs to us this day. We thank thee for 
all thy works of goodnefs and mercy, but above all 
for thofe holy affedions whereby thou doft unite us 
to thyfelf. O God, give us hearts to love and obey 
thee, that we may be thy children, not in name only, 
but alfo in deed and in truth. Always bearing in 
mind that thou haft placed us here to grow in thy 
likenefs as well as to partake of thy bounty, may it 
be our chief aim and happinefs to do thy perfecft 
will. May we not too earneftly defire to be pre- 
ferved from difficulties and sufferings or to live 
many years on earth ; but we would moft fervently 
afk of thee that life of the fpirit, to which thou wilt 
add length of days for ever and ever. Merciful 
Father, forgive our many paft fins, our felfifhnefs, 
our thoughtleffnefs, our infirmities of temper, and 
our dulnefs in spiritual things. May we feel the 
bleffed influence of the religion of Jefus in all the 
relations and duties of life. Establifh our feeble 
refolutions, and in the feafon of wearinefs and 
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temptation, be with us to refrefh and ftrengthen 
us. Hear our prayers, O God, for a]l our fellow- 
men, and especially thofe to whom thou haft more 
clofely united us. Thou knoweft their wants and 
their forrows, the number of their tranfgreffions and 
the meafure of their repentance ; look upon them 
as well as ourfelves with thy merciful kindnefs, 
and haften the time when with one mind and 
one heart we fhall all joyfully ferve thee in sim- 
plicity and godly fincerity, by thy grace, through 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. Our Father, &c. 



MORNING. 

GOD, our loving Father ; at the dawn 
we come to bring our pfalm of thanks- 
giving for the night and its reft, for the 
morning and its light, for our friends and their love, 
for life and its duties, and for all the bleffings of thy 
gracious Providence. And we would this and 
every day adore thee not only for thy fatherly 
goodnefs in our earthly lot, but alfo for the truths, 
and the hopes, and the helps which are ours as 
difciples of thy Son Jefus Chrift, in whom we feel 
the fulnefs of thy love. O Lord our God, quicken 
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in us holy purpofes and generous and heavenly 
afFeftions, and ftrengthen us to overcome thofe fins 
and weaknefles, of which thou knoweft, and for 
which we now aflc thy merciful forgivenefs. By thy 
gentle chidings, if not by thy divine precepts, O 
fave us from a vain, felfifti, ufelefs life. We thank 
thee for having clofely linked our lot with that of 
many fathers and brethren, to whom we pray thee 
unite us in the bonds of thy Spirit. Unto thee, O 
God, we offer up ourfelves, befeeching thee to pre- 
ferve and guide us, to direft our hands and minds 
and tongues to things that are honeft and acceptable 
to thee, and to withdraw us from anything from 
which it were better to abftain. Our Father, &c. 



EVENING. 




LORD, our heavenly Father, almighty 
and everliving God, to whom the night 
fhineth as the day ; vouchfafe, we 
befeech thee, as thou haft this day preferved us by 
thy goodnefs, fo ftill this night to fhadow us under 
the bleflTed wing of thy moft mighty protedion. 
We would remember that it is thou who haft fpread 
our table and filled our cup, thou who haft given 
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the labourer his ftrengtfa of arm, the wife man his 
clear underftanding, and the friend his loving heart. 
We thank thee for thefe bleflings, and for the fair and 
fruitful earth in which thou hafl given us an abode, 
and for the light that has fhone down upon us from 
heaven. And now that we are weary we blefs thee 
for the welcome refl, in which the powers of body 
and of mind are renewed. We adore thee, O Lord 
God, that through thy Son Jefus Chrifl, thou hafl 
made thyfelf known to us as a Being, to whom we 
may not only bring our pfalm of thankfgiving, but 
alfo fly for help in our need, and for forgiving mercy 
in our fins and infirmities. Hear, we befeech thee, 
the filent confeffion of each heart, and accept our 
contrition, and ftrengthen us that we may not com- 
mit to-morrow or at any future time the faults for 
which we now afk pardon. O God, give us a faith 
that fhall never be reproved, a thankfulnefs that 
fhall never forget thy benefits, a hope that fhall 
never make us afhamed, a charity that fhall never 
fail, a patience that fhall never faint, and a noble 
ChrifKan courage, that fhall enable us through evil 
report and through good report to fulfil our duties 
as true difciples of thy Son. Grant, O Lord, to our 
land profperous feafons, good government, unity, 
peace, and, above all, heartfelt devotednefs to thee 
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and nci\ meafures of thy Spirit. Unite us to our 
relations and friends by offices of love, and all of us 
to thee by frequent communion and by deeds of 
holinefs and piety, through our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Amen. 




MORNING OR EVENING. 

GOD, who art the Fountain of life and 
health, of truth and peace, of holinefs 
and of love ; who giveft to them that 
want, who pardoneft them that repent, who com- 
forteft them that fuiFer, and who heareft the prayers 
of all them that humbly and fervently call upon 
thee : we bring to thee our offering of lowly thanks- 
giving for thy mercies from day to day vouchfafed 
to us ; and we befeech thee to help us by thy grace, 
that we may be enabled to fulfil our Chriftian duties. 
Take from us all blindnefs of heart and carelefTnefs 
of fpirit ; increafe in us a love of holy things, and 
grant us true repentance and the forgivenefs of our 
fins. O may we never knowingly tranfgrefs thy 
holy laws. We have full confidence that thou wilt 
not try us beyond our ftrength, or fmite us but 
with a father's rod. Refcue us, O merciful Father, 
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from the evils we have done, and preferve us from 
the evils we have deferved. Though in the things 
wherein our confciences do not accufe us, we are not 
juftified but by thy grace in Chrift Jefus, yet, O 
Lord, do we hope in thy mercy, and beg of thee 
that thou wilt pardon and keep us this day and 
evermore. Sanftify and fave us ; blefs us at home 
and abroad, in the works of our calling and the 
fervices of religion, in our perfons and all our 
relations ; make us to do what pleafeth thee, and to 
be what thou hafl defigned us to be, and to receive 
what thou haft promifed, through our deareft Lord 
and Saviour. Our Father, &c. 




MORNING OR EVENING. 

[LMIGHTY God, Father of mercies, we, 
thine unworthy fervants, do give thee 
moft humble and hearty thanks for all 
thy goodnefs and loving-kindnefs to us and to all 
men. We blefs thee for our creation, prefervation, 
and all the blefEngs of this life ; but above all, for 
thine ineftimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jefus Chrift, for the means of grace 
and for the hope of glory. And, we befeech thee. 
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give us fuch a fenfe of thy mercies, that our hearts 
may be unfeignedly thankful; and that we may 
fliow forth thy praife, not only with our lips, but in 
our lives, by giving up ourfelves to thy fervice, and 
by walking before thee in holinefs and righteoufnefs 
all our days, according to the Gofpel of thy Son. 
Moft merciful God, we are confcious that we have 
offended againft thy holy laws, and that though we 
have fo often confe/Ied our fins before thee, we have 
yet continued to do many things which we ought 
not to have done, and to leave undone many 
things which we ought to have done. Grant 
unto us, we earneftly befeech thee, true repent- 
ance and thy Holy Spirit, that thofe things may 
pleafe thee which we do at this prefent time, 
and that the reft of our lives hereafter may be 
pure and holy, fo that at the laft we may come to 
thine eternal joy. O God, the Creator and Preferver 
of all mankind, we humbly befeech thee for all forts 
and conditions of men, that thou wouldft be pleafed 
to make thy way known unto them, thy faving 
health unto all nations. More efpecially we pray 
for the good eftate of the whole Chriftian church in 
all parts of the world; that it may be fo guided and 
governed by thy good Spirit, that all who profefs and 
call themfelves Chriftians may be led into the way 
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of truth, and hold the faith in unity of fpirit, in the 
bond of peace, and in righteoufnefs of life. Finally, 
we commend to thy fatherly goodnefs all thofe who 
are in any way afflifted or diftrefled in mind, body 
or eftate ; that it may pleafe thee to comfort and 
relieve them according to their feveral neceflities, 
giving them patience under their fufferings, and a 
happy iflue out of all their afflidions. Our Father, 
&c. 
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OCCASIONS. 
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CHRISTMAS, 

GOD, our heavenly Father, whofe 
manifold works and Providence are 
wonderful and glorious; we thank and 
praife thee efpecially at this time for thine ineftima- 
ble and adorable love and grace in Jefus Chrift, 
and fervently befeech thee to grant that the joy 
with which we celebrate the anniverfary of his birth 
may be followed by a heartfelt confecration of our- 
felves to thee in humble and loving obedience as 
his faithful difciples. Amen. 



ANOTHER. 

GOD, who haft always been to man- 
kind a loving Father, and who, when 
they had wandered away from thee, 
didft send thy Son as a Mediator to bear to them 
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thy meflages of reconciliation and peace ; we adore 
thee for that unfpeakable goodnefe, which not only- 
fought out thy loft children, but worketh continually 
to accomplifh the purpofes of thy fatherly grace ; 
and we earneftly befeech thee to help us by thy Spirit, 
that in the time to come we may be enabled to 
withftand temptation, and to follow fteadfaftly in 
the holy footfteps of Jefus Chrift, our Saviour. 
Amen. 




THE CLOSE OF THE YEAR. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, who haft 
brought us to the clofe of another year ; 
we thank thee for its many, bleflings, 
which are more than even the grateful heart can 
remember, or any human wifdom fully underftand. 
We lament the precious opportunities we have 
neglecfted, and humbly pray thee to forgive us 
our fins. O Lord God, we fpend our years as a 
tale that is told, but give us grace, we befeech thee, 
that we may make hafte in om- preparation for the 
world thathath no end. Amen. 
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GOOD FRIDAY. 

HOLY and everbleffed God, who doft 
afk abundant labours and facrifices from 
thofe whofe fufFerings are fweetened by 
much love ; we thank thee efpecially at this time 
for fending thy beft beloved Son to live and die for 
us men and our falvation ; and we fervently 
befeech thee to breathe into us fuch a meafure of 
his fpirit, that we alfo may be willing to bear our 
crofs, not for our own correftion and profit alone, 
but alfo for the welfare of our brethren of thy great 
human family. We afk it as humble difciples of 
him who loved us and gave himfelf for us, our 
dearefl Lord and Saviour. Amen. 




ANOTHER. 
LORD God, who by the death of thy 
Son haft fhown thy great mercy to man- 
kind, and fet before us an example of 
perfeft filial love and obedience ; grant, we befeech 
thee, that while we this day contemplate the crofs of 
our Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift we may be filled 
with his fpirit, and that we may be enabled to offer 
ourfelves up entirely, as he did, to thy holy will. 
Amen. 
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EASTER. 

LORD God, our heavenly Father, 
who, by the refurreftion of thy Son 
Jefus Chrift from the dead, haft made 
this a day of gladnefs to the Chriftian Church; 
grant, we befeech thee, that we may, by thy grace, 
endeavour to live as thofe who have been placed on 
earth to prepare for a heavenly inheritance, and that 
amidft the uncertainties of life, and the fhadows 
of mortality, we may have peaceful and happy 
thoughts of the world to come. Amen. 




WHIT SUNDAY. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, to whom 
we look, not only for the fupport of our 
bodies, but alfo the renewal of our 
fpirits ; we would thank thee efpecially at this time 
for the wonderful richnefs and variety of thy 
fpiritual gifts, whereby thou didft fit thy chofen 
teachers of old for their appointed work, and wouldft 
alfo enable all mankind to become mutual helpers 
and to bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, and 
peace, and joy ; grant, we fervently befeech thee, 
that by opening our fouls to thy moft holy Spirit, 
we may rejoice in thy heavenly guidance and 
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comfort, and be partakers of the fulnefs of thy grace 
in Jefus Chrift. Amen, 




FOR A FRUITFUL SEASON: TO BE USED 
IN SPRING. 
GOD, the Creator and Preserver of all 
things, who causeft the grafs to grow for 
the cattle, and herb for the fervlce of 
man, who bringeft forth food out of the earth, and 
doft blefs the fpringing thereof; look down gra- 
ciously, we befeech thee, from thy habitation in 
heaven upon us thy people, and upon the land in 
which we dwell, and grant that both it may become 
fruitful and yield its increafe, and that we may 
grow in wisdom and in goodnefs, and bring forth 
plentifully the fruit of good works, as faithful 
difciples of him who said " I am the vine, ye are 
the branches." Amen. 



THANKSGIVING FOR A FRUITFUL SEASON. 
IE thank thee, O God, for having opened 
to us thy good treafure and given rain 
from heaven and fruitful feafons, filling 
our hearts with food and gladnefs. Grant, we 
befeech thee, that we may never forget or abufe thy 
goodnefe, but by a fober, charitable, and devout 
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ufe of thy bleflings, may be made fit for the con- 
tinual increafe of them, till they be perfeded in 
eternal life. Amen. 



IN TIME OF SCARCITY. 

GOD, our merciful Father, in whom we 

live and move and have our being; 

whofe gift it is that the rain doth fall, 
and the earth is fruitful, and thy creatures that 
dwell on the earth do multiply ; behold, we befeech 
thee, the affliftions of thy people ; and grant that 
the fcarcity which we now fufFer, may through thy 
goodnefs be turned into plenty ; increafe the fruits 
of the earth by thy heavenly benedidion; and 
grant that we, receiving thy bountiful liberality, 
may ufe the fame for our fupport in a life of holi- 
nefs and well-doing and for the relief of thofe who 
are in want. This deliverance from our diftrefs 
we beg, O Lord our God, in humble fubmifTion to 
thy holy will. Amen. 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF ESPECIAL GLADNESS. 

LORD, our God, we come before thee 
at this time under a fenfe of thine 
efpecial goodnefs to us, and would pour 
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out our hearts to thee in thankfulnefs and praife. 
What are we, O Lord, and what is our father's 
house, that the great God of angels, the Creator of 
worlds, should multiply upon us his bounties? 
May thy love to us call forth our love to thee and 
to one another, and fill us with the defire to prove 
ourfelves thy faithful children ; and when the time 
comes for us to learn thofe leflbns of forrow, which 
feem neceflary for us all, O then may memory 
unite with faith and hope in enabling us to commit 
ourfelves wholly to thee in well-doing, as true 
difciples of him whofe obedience was perfedbed on 
the crofs. Amen. 




IN TIME OF TROUBLE. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, the only 
peace of the troubled heart ; to thee we 
bring our prefent cares and anguifh, and 
lay them down before thee, befeeching thee to help 
us to bear the burden of them, to gather wifdom 
from them, to derive from them all the good thou 
didft purpofe, and to endure them with lowly and 
loving patience, till in thine own good time thou 
(halt turn our forrows into joy. Amen. 
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ANOTHER. 

LMIGHTY God, our heavenly Father, 
who art our refuge and help in every 
feafon of trouble ; as lowly children we 
would come to thee in the afflidion which now cafts 
its ihadow over our home. We befeech thee to let 
this cloud pafs from us ; but ftill more earneftly we 
would pray, that in a teachable fpirit we may learn 
the leffons of thy fatherly Providence, and with 
loving patience bear and do thy holy will. We afk 
it as humble difciples of Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

THE BIRTH OF A CHILD. 

GOD, our gracious Father, we thank 
thee for all thy goodnefs and mercy to 
us, and efpecially at this time for the 
child thou haft brought into being, and entrufted to 
our care. We earneftly befeech thee to help us by 
thy grace, that we may all in our feveral relations 
fulfil our duty to this dear and helplefs little one. 
And for the life thou haft fpared to us, we would 
bring to thee our heart's beft praife, with humble 
fupplications for thy continued blefling on the 
mother and child, and every member of this family. 
Amen. 
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IF THE CHILD BE DEAD THE FOLLOWING 
MAY BE USED. 

GOD, our merciful Father, we thank 
thee for thy gracious Proidence over 
thy handmaid in the feafon of childbirth. 
In full reliance on thy fatherly wifdom and good- 
nefs we would refign to thee the life which thou 
haft withheld ; and we give thee our humble and 
heartfelt thanks for the life of the mother, which 
thou haft preferved. Grant, we befeech thee, that 
by the mercies of thy Providence, and by the help 
of thy Spirit, and by thy bleflings in Jefus Chrift, ftie 
may walk in thy ways, and long be fpared toftrengthen 
the hearts of thofe to whom thou haft united her by 
the clofeft ties of kindred and love. Amen. 




THE MARRIAGE OF A SON OR DAUGHTER. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, we thank 
thee that the voice of the bride and 
the bridegroom is heard in the land, and 
we would aflc thy bleffing on the fon (or daughter) 
of this houfe, and the wife (or huft^and) of his 
choice. Grant, we earneftly befeech thee, that they 
may be united in the bonds of thy Spirit, and that 
they may have joy in each other which passeth not 
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away. Help them by thy grace to perform their 
duties to each other and to all men^ as faithful 
difciples of Jefus Chrift, and let thy peace and 
bleffing go with them to their new home^ and abide 
with them, till it be exchanged for the blefled and 
everlafting home in heaven. Amen. 




BEFORE A TIME OF SEPARATION. 

GOD, who art everywhere prefent, and 
by thy fatherly love and univerfal Pro- 
vidence uniteft thofe who are far apart ; 
be with each of us, we befeech thee, in our coming 
feparation ; may our prayers rife up to thee in one 
ipirit, if not from one place ; grant, if it be good in 
thy fight, that we may happily meet again in this 
life ; but above all, vouchfafe to us a part in the 
refurreftion of the juft, and a joyful and everlafting 
reunion in thy heavenly kingdom, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen. 




FOR THOSE WHO JOURNEY. 

LORD our God, protedl and blefs 
thofe who journey. How far foever 
they may be from earthly friends, may 
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they feel the loving prefenceof their Almighty Father, 
and may they and wefo live, that when our journey 
through this world of probation is at an end, we 
may all by thy grace be admitted into that blefled 
heavenly country, which thou haft prepared for us 
as our abiding home. Amen. 




MEETING AFTER SEPARATION. 

GOD, who art everywhere prefent, fo 
that whitherfoever we go we are upheld 
by the same mighty hand and fatherly 
grace which are our fupport and comfort at home ; 
we thank thee for having preferved us all and 
again brought us together, and for thofe facred ties 
of love and friendfhip which gladden our meeting ; 
and we befeech thee to unite us more clofely in 
the fpirit of thy Son Jefus Chrift, and in the hope 
of everlafting reunion in thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen. 




FOR ONE WHO IS SICK. 

LORD God, who loveft to heal and 
blefs ; we befeech thee to heal the fick- 
nefs of our dear brother ^ for whom we 
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would offer up our prayers ; but, O gracious Fatlier, 
we know how ignorant we are of what outward lot 
IS for our higheft good, and we would remember 
that the trials of life come not without thy 
permiflion, or thy powerful prefence to turn 
them into bleflings. Grant that with a teachable 
and truftful fpirit we may receive all the difpen- 
fations of thy allwife Providence, and that 
living or dying we may be thine in Chrift. 
Amen. 




MEETING AFTER SICKNESS. 

GOD, who forgiveft our iniquities, and 
healeft our difeafes, and redeemeft our 
lives from deftrudion ; we give thee our 
heartfelt thanks for raifing up thy fervant from the 
bed of ficknefs, and for all thy mercies to him and 
to us in his hours of fufFering and diftrefs. Grant, 
we befeech thee, that this inftance of bodily frailty 
may bring powerfully home to each of us, that here 
below we are in our mortal ftate, and fill us with 
thankfulnefs and joy that by thy Son Jefus Chrift 
thou haft revealed to us the glories and bleffednefs 
of thy heavenly kingdom. O Lord God, help us 
to become faithful children to thee ; and so prepare 
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US for the great change, that we may pafs through 
death to the fellowihip of the holy and good, and to 
the life which fhall never end. Amen. 




THE DEATH OF A MEMBER OF THE 
FAMILY. 

HEAVENLY Father, who haft in thine 
infinite wifdom and goodnefs feen fit to 
take from us our dear departed brother ; 
we thank thee for a life fo precious to us, and for the 
blefled confidence we feel, that although it has ceafed 
here below it will be continued in a better world ; we 
blefs thee for the helps and the comforts thou haft 
vouchfafed to him and to us ; and we earneftly 
befeech thee to give us the fpirit of entire refigna- 
tion to thy will, and to ftrengthen us by thy grace, 
that we may always look forward to the eternal 
world with a firm faith and bright anticipations, and 
labour with all diligence to prepare ourfelves and to 
help each other to prepare for the inheritance of thy 
faints in glory. We aflc it as humble difciples of 
thy Son Jefus Chrift. Amen. 
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IN TIME OF GENERAL SICKNESS. 
ALMIGHTY and everbleffed God; in 




the midft of life we are in death ; of 
whom (hall we feek for fuccour but of 
thee, O Lord ? Have pity upon us, we befeech 
thee, and turn from us this prefent great ficknefe 
and mortality. Succour and ftrengthen thofe who 
lie ftretched on the bed of fufFering; open the 
fountains of brotherly charity and kindnefs ; and 
give to all of us grace to refign ourfelves into thy 
hands with unfeigned contrition and humble hope. 
O Lord our God, whatever thou mayft fee to be 
beft for us in this world, grant that we may be thine 
in Chrift for evermore. Amen. 




WHEN GENERAL HEALTH IS RESTORED. 

LESSED be thy goodnefs, O Lord, 
which hath preferved fo many of us 
alive in the midft of a great mortality, 
and hath reftored health to the people of this land. 
Thou haft been our refuge and our fortrefs, our God 
in whom we truft. Grant, we befeech thee, that 
we may devote our renewed ftrength to thee with 
increafed zeal and earneftnefs, as true difciples of 
thy Son Jefus Chrift. Amen. 
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IN TIME OF WAR. 

LORD God Almighty, bow down thine 
ear to our prayers, and ftretch forth thine 
hand to ftay the terrible fcourge of war, 
which is now afflifting our nation. In thy fatherly 
mercy set bounds, we befeech thee, to the evils, 
which the fons of men bring upon each other, and 
do thou give us grace to receive into our hearts the 
Gofpel of peace, and to live as true difciples of him 
whofe kingdom is not of this world, but a kingdom 
of righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

WHEN PEACE IS RESTORED. 

\ LESSED be the Lord, who hath caufed 
wars to ceafe, and made thofe who were 
our enemies to be at peace with us. It 
is thou, O Lord, who ftilleft the noife of the feas, 
the noife of their waves, and the tumult of the 
people. We praife and thank thee for our deliver- 
ance from the terrible evils of war, and we moft 
earneftly befeech thee to fill us with the fpirit of 
kindnefs and forbearance, that no bitternefs may 
remain in our hearts, and to grant us grace to 
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lead henceforth a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godlinefs and honefty, through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. Amen. 



COMMEMORATION OF THE FAITHFUL 
DEPARTED. 

[TERNAL God, in whom the fpirits of 
juft men do reft in peace from their 
labours; we blefs and praife thy holy 
name for all thy fervants departed this life in thy 
faith and fear, and efpecially for thofe moft dear to 
us, of whom we have good hope that they are 
fallen afleep in Jefus ; and we befeech thee to give 
us grace fo to follow their good example, that even 
here we may be united to them in fellowfhip of 
{pirit, and that finally we may be gathered together 
with them into the bofom of thy love, through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Amen. 
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